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In the end, dust shall return to the earth as it was; and the spirit shall return to God 

who gave it.  But the spirit shall 

answer for the pleasures 

of the dust.

Every person who enters this world has decisions to make regarding life.

More important than God Himself is the decision each person must make regarding the path they will follow in this world.

To many, this decision is difficult (only because it is not important):  to many, this decision is oh so simple (only because it is important).
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Foreword

My friend, do not get lost in the words you find within this book.  This book is about how life in this world really can be very simple.  We all, every one of us, frequently lose sight of the forest because of the trees which obscure our view:  this author is no exception.  Remember this because every person will have trees in their life which obscure their view of life:  your reading this book will be no exception.  It is normal and part of our human nature to get lost in words as we apply knowledge that we pick-up throughout our life.  Because you (and I) cannot prevent this, this will be the only book this author ever writes that will have a “Table of Contents.”

This author detests “Tables of Contents” because life does not come to us broken into organized bits and pieces.  Life never stops, even for a moment.  These books are no different than life.  This author had to rewrite this book many times because each time, the book was a failure.  This author became quite angry many times and gave up more often than you can imagine.  Every time this author became lost in the words, he returned to his outline.  The outline was always right, but the words of the book were not.

Life truly can overwhelm you sometimes.  There will always be trees in front of you (big trees, sick trees, ugly trees, and dangerous trees) that prevent you from seeing the true beauty of the forest.  It is not the tree’s fault:  rather it is your fault (and my fault) for not stepping away from the tree.  This author is no different than yourself.

I promise to keep this book as simple as possible because every person needs to fill in the details of their own life.  My outline of this book will stand as its “Table of Contents.”  When you are sitting around bored sometime, do not read the words of this book.  Rather open this book to its “Table of Contents” and see the true simplicity of this life and fill in the details of your own life.  This last rewrite will be kept as simple as possible.  Just read it once and know that I did the best I could, getting lost in my own words from time-to-time and know that I am truly sorry for any trees that got in my way, along the way.

At times in your future, near the end of a bad day, take your last few remaining moments and pick up this book.  Turn to the “Table of Contents” and see why your day was so bad:  these could very well be the best moments of your day.  The reason you have a bad day from time-to-time can only be caused by a few things.  Knowing these things will help you keep your life simple.  Nearly every time, the reason you have a bad day will come from the decisions you made that day regarding others, your growing-up in this world learning new things, your faith in others of this world, your dealing with the adversaries found in this life (vanities), or in the truths you come across in this world.  Yes, these can overwhelm you.  Yes, these trees can stand right in front of you blocking your view of life.  And yes, you are no different than any other person in this world.

But at the end of one of these days, look at the very simple “Table of Contents” of this book and see how all of the problems of this world are just a part of life we all have to deal with.  Do this at the end of your day because your mind never sleeps:  trust this in yourself and put it to use.  Your mind is always active and thinking so let your last conscious thoughts of the day reflect how simple you intend to keep your life and your future.  Let your mind digest how it intends to never allow that huge tree (of the day) to obscure your view of this world.  Your mind is perfectly capable of deciding on its own if it is going to step back from the tree, go around the tree, or cut the tree down for all time.  The “Table of Contents” here will help you decide what it will take for you to see the entire forest again.  That stupid tree in front of you only occupies but a speck of the forest and your mind knows this.

And please, always remember that the cutting down of a tree requires a great deal of time and effort on your part.  Once in a great while, a tree truly does need to be cut down, but it is always so much easier to just “go around.”  The writing of this book regarding the simplicity of life was one such tree for this author:  too large of a tree to cut down, honestly.  So this author will step back from this particular tree so as to see the forest, keep his mind on the simple “Table of Contents,” and then keep this book as simple as possible.

From the author
My friend, not one single Bible passage will be quoted in this book.  This is because, in a way, the Bible has nothing to do with this life.  Yes, the Bible does indeed say quite a bit about what God expects of us, but so does every other religion upon this earth.  And so does your heart . . . tell you quite a bit about what is expected of you upon this earth.  As, hopefully, you can see by now, no religion is better than any other regarding this life, better than God Himself, or better than the life that awaits us after we die.  For all intents and purposes, religion (by itself) can help no person find their way through this life.  This is a decision that each person, in their own time must make.  We all, this author included, need help from time-to-time in order to stay on-track, but every person will be able to find this help; no matter where they live, when they live, or what they believe.

Maybe, for you, faith is a good place to find your help:  only you will know this.  Maybe, for some, choosing (and sorting through) friends in this life is a good place to find help:  for the people we spend most of our time with will always influence our lives more than any religion could ever hope for.  Maybe, for a few, secluding themselves and their loved ones from this evil world is a good way to live their life.  This author is no such type of person, but this author is not you, is he?  This author has no intention of becoming part of any religion, but that does not make this author right (or wrong).

It makes no matter in the way we choose to live our lives because we all have the same goals in life.  We also know, in our hearts, that we should never try to tell another that they have chosen the wrong path.  This includes other people, other religions, and other nations.  No person upon this earth is qualified to say that others have chosen wrong.

So here you are, living in this world for some reason, trying to find that one right direction that will work for you.  And here you are . . . still reading WISDOM . . . and looking for more.  If you are looking for more wisdom, you shall find little more here because you already possess more than any person can comprehend.  Life is not about wisdom:  life is about simplicity and the pursuit of keeping it that way.  Wisdom only succeeds when you use it to keep your life simple.  This book you now hold will only teach you how to keep life simple, based upon what you already have learned and understand.  And what do you already know?  That answer might just amaze you.

Any person who has read and followed Wisdom to this point is probably doing so because something, deep down, tells them that all of this is right.  The truth of this life is that God wants us to be good and decent people, whether we believe in Him or not.  This world (and this life) is about us; it has never been about God.  This world (and this life) is about the life that we choose to lead; it is not about our faith, religion, or the name by which we call God.  God has obviously chosen to remain, for the most part, out of this world.  This world truly is ours:  anyone can see that.  God did not have to design the world this way, but He did.  God has left us to live this life with our common sense, our ability to know right and wrong, our feelings toward others, and with our desire to search for the truth of this world (which now, hopefully you have).  All of this is what it means to “grow-up.”

My friend, please accept this book for the simplicity it presents, the freedom it leaves you in your decisions, and for the obvious truths of life that it presents to you.  Never try to complicate matters:  for complications only serve to hide the obvious truth.  Remember this in the people you choose to associate your life with.  For this is ultimately what this book is all about.
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DECISIONS . . . DECISIONS

Decisions . . . every book must begin with a single word and no word could better describe a book about life.  Indeed no word could better describe a book regarding the simplicity of this life.  We all wake up in the morning, every day, and the first thought is to decide what we are to do that day.  We will decide if we are to work, do nothing, play, see our family or friends, or any number of other things that day.  The moment you lift your head from that pillow, you have made a decision.  As the day progresses, more decisions must be made.  This has been the course of your life since the day you were born.  All evidence to the contrary, the first decision you ever made “in this world” was to scream at the top of your little lungs the moment you departed from your mother’s womb.  Why did you do that?

BABIES’ DECISIONS

Babies have no decisions to make in life . . . wrong!  Babies have as many decisions to make as you do:  theirs are merely more simple than yours (or so you think).  Hunger, thirst, pain, sleep, and wetting a diaper:  these are simple bodily decisions, but they do happen and babies do let others know when that decision has been made (and to what degree it has been made).  Attention, touching, wanting to be alone, playing, exploring, and trying to convey thoughts to others:  these are quite involved decisions and babies are able to make them.  Showing affection toward some, wondering about others, and not wanting to associate with a few are even more complex decisions that babies are quite comfortable making.  Will people ever understand these decisions babies make?  Probably not.  Are these decisions important enough for us to understand?  No.  Because they do not affect what is right or wrong in this world.  They are personal decisions:  no different than many decisions you make each day.  A parent’s job is to learn to understand their children and the experts are right:  watch these decisions and you will learn much about their personality, even while they are an infant.  There are some decisions your baby is going to make and there is nothing you can or should do about it.  If your baby is not naturally attracted to Aunt B, that is a decision your baby has made and you should respect it (as much as it might bother you).  That tiny infant is perfectly capable of making its own decisions regarding Aunt B.  Again, this has nothing to do with right or wrong.  Has anyone ever told you that you will make Uncle A your best friend whether you like it or not?  Babies are perfectly capable of deciding what comes natural to them so allow them this free will.

CHILDREN’S DECISIONS

Children truly are a wonderment of this world.  And the term “wonderment” can be construed to mean an “institution upon this world.”  Much time will be spent regarding the phase between infancy and puberty (the age of hormones) because there is so much adults can learn from children.  While children truly know little regarding safety, danger, evil, responsibility, and respect, children definitely know right from wrong.  This is where many will disagree, but only because of the vanities they preach.  When a child is angry, they show it.  When a child is happy, they show it.  When a child is sorry, they show it.  All of this is normal.  A child cannot hide their emotions,  but a child cannot retain their emotions either.  A child is absolutely incapable of long term ill-will against another person (unless an adult makes this happen).  Learn this because this is one of the most important lessons in life that you can re-learn as an adult.

Of course children need to be taught:  this is not the subject of this book.  This book is about simplicity and simplicity is what mankind has abandoned in this world.  Fortunately, common sense has not been abandoned.  Common sense is what will help you learn from your children.  And here is what you can learn from your child:  feel what you feel and do something about it.  Within a fifteen minute time span, children can go from being best friends to worst enemies and back to best friends.  This is only because a child does not understand ill-will.  Why?  Because ill-will is something children learn from adults.  Yes, you must teach your children about decisions, but any time you teach them about ill-will, you are preaching your vanities.  Anytime you teach your child about ill-will or any other vanity, you have decided that your child does not possess the ability to decide right from wrong.  Remember, this book is about you; not your children:  because regarding their little life, they already have their life figured out and are quite comfortable in their life.

EXAMPLE

Your child Johnny is playing with his best friend Charlie.  They are in a room full of toys, but at one instance, they both want the same toy at the same time.  Now they are not best friends anymore.  Each of them has made their decision and this is part of life.  Grown-ups never go through this, do they?  Each of these children has as greater decision to make now.  Is the toy more important than the friend?  The toy nearly always wins.  One child is going to win and one is going to lose.  If you think “your child” has anything to do with this, then you are missing the point.

Both Johnny and Charlie have decisions to make at this point and grown-ups are nowhere to be found.  Anytime two six-year old children have six-year old decisions to make, it is better that an adult not be around to mess things up.  The first time this happens, one child will win and the other will lose.  The name of the child matters not.  In the normal course of human decisions, the actual event means nothing.  Remember this because one child will always find another perfectly suitable toy in that room to enjoy.  The moment the other child finds their replacement toy, all hostilities end and after a very short time, both are best friends again.  Here is where many so-called experts will disagree, but here is where they start preaching their vanities also.

Now, let’s assume a worst-case scenario.  Nearly every time, the two children will settle their differences.  But let’s make this the absolute worst-case scenario:  your child loses every disagreement.  (Truly, winning every disagreement is just as bad).  But in this case, your six-year old still has a six-year old decision to make so allow your six-year old child to make his six-year old decision.  When your little Johnny comes to you and says he does not want to play with Charlie today, he has made his six-year old decision and you should honor that decision.  Yes, talk to him about it, but if the ground he stands on is firm, and more than that, is honest, then respect Johnny’s decision.  This is good parenting.  But what can an adult learn from all of this?

Your child’s tribulations in this life are no different than your own.  Are you going to win all contests in this world or lose all contests in this world?  No!  Only a fool would believe such.  Do you have decisions to make regarding those who you spend your time with?  Absolutely.  The toys are our vanity in this world:  they are of no importance!  Read that again.  How you deal with others and treat others is important.  You, and your child Johnny, will come across others who take and never stop taking.  It is not the taking that is important:  it is the importance they place upon the taking.  Now, you have a truly important decision to make:  a grown-up decision (it would seem).  Are you to become the same as them?  Are you to cower down and continue giving up all that you know to be right?  Or are you to be like your child and look elsewhere for happiness in your life?

Learn what children can teach you.  Regarding the lessons of vanity, learn what children already know.  Children do not learn these things:  they find these things already in their heart.   How many people do you know in your life that always win, or always lose?  Life is not about winning or losing:  you know this to be true.  Life is about deciding what is right and wrong (for you).  You have to decide to stay away from people who will only continue taking.  You have to decide to stay away from those who always lose (continue giving).  The latter is difficult to understand, but do you want your child to spend their life only giving, or do you want your child to find the middle-ground?  Find your equals in this world who can give and take.  This means to give-and-take from a child’s point-of-view.  The vanities are not important (the actual giving and taking), but the willingness to give and the willingness to take (equally) is what matters in you and is what matters in others.  Children learn this lesson early in life.  It is we adults who forget this lesson.  Children understand simple things:  grown-ups forget simple things.

Here is the lesson we can learn from children:  children have no problems making decisions as to right or wrong and children have no problem living with their decisions.  It is we grown-ups who see everything as winning and losing.  We have all been taught that winning is good and losing is bad.  Children only see things as giving and taking:  children do not have a problem balancing these.  For who in this life has not enjoyed winning and not hated losing?  But who in this life has not minded giving and not minded taking when circumstances have called for it?  This is the simplicity of life that all people need to learn.  There are things you need to stand up for (and fight for sometimes) and things you need to give up (vanities . . . or toys that are not important).

ADOLESCENTS’ DECISIONS

Very little time will be spent on this stage of life for many reasons.  For learning purposes, this is a wasted time of life.  For teaching purposes, this is a wasted time of life.  Regarding our growing-up, this is a wasted time of life.  But, and this is important, for each person, adolescence (or puberty) can be a defining moment in life.  The term “moment” is used because adolescence really only lasts for a few short years.  Nothing but “one’s self” is important during adolescence.  All experts be damned, here is the truth of adolescence.  Yes, this is a time of raging hormones:  this is not important.  Yes, this is a child’s and parent’s most trying of times:  this is not important.  As in any other part of life, the decisions are important.  Allow your child to go through those hormonal changes:  it will happen whether you like it or not.  In a small way, adolescence is a parent’s signal that the teaching of rights and wrongs is nearly over.  The child has learned that there is an enormous world out there and they are nearly grown up.  The child is right!  Read that again . . . the child is right!

If, and this is a big if, but if you have guided your child properly, now is where you watch your child closely and observe the decisions they make in life.  When their decisions are hormonal, deal with this intelligently, firmly, and with the patience of an adult.  Adolescents do not understand intelligence, but they absolutely understand firmness, and believe it or not, they really do understand patience (if it comes with firmness).  They will not let you know this, but it is absolutely true.  This is true of all people in every stage of life.  The intelligent, firm, and patient parent will always win.

Observe the decisions your adolescent child makes in this world and you will find where you were lacking earlier (during their childhood).  Excluding their hormonal decisions, all of the decisions your child makes are purely a reflection of your efforts in the past.  Do not take this personally, but rather as your knowing where you work now lies regarding your child.

Now, if you have not guided your child properly in the past, this is your last chance to do so, because for you too, your child in adolescence is telling you that they have decided that there is an enormous world out there and they are nearly grown up.  If you have failed as a parent up to this point, then this is your signal that you have arrived at your last chance to teach them anything.  Know that they have watched you for a great many years.  Adolescence is a parent’s warning that this is their last chance to get things right (major things anyway).  What does a last chance mean?  Common sense tells you that a last chance means to double your efforts in every way.  Double your attention, double your efforts, double your rewards (toward their actions), and double your punishment (toward their actions).  Believe it or not, this also means to double your wisdom because you do not have time for mistakes as you did in the past.  Simply stated (as promised), you will find where God has done exactly the same with mankind in the Bible and in all other faiths.  As a side note from this author; do not double your punishment if you do not double your rewards (and visa versa).  If you care to take this side note as being from God Himself, please do so because you will find this all through your Bible and other faiths if you care to check for yourself:  this is where the author found this bit of wisdom.

This all, simply stated, is what adolescence is all about.  It is, in a small way, a child’s last chance to learn from their parents (yes, they will always have their sense of right-and-wrong found in their heart to fall back on).  And it is, in a big way, a parent’s last chance to teach their children anything they failed to teach in the past.  The miracle of God and life is that it is oh, so obvious to the parent and to the child when this point of life has been reached.

Remember . . . intelligence, firmness, and patience.  Think, be strong in your decisions, and know that you are right and the child really does understand what is right.  Have faith in your child.

YOUNG ADULTS’ DECISIONS

Young adults truly have come across many truths in life . . . many truths!  Their parents might not realize or admit this, but it is true.  Young adults have learned that they are going to make their own decisions regarding most aspects of life.  Yes, they will return to seek their parents’ judgments when something new comes along, but these will be fewer and fewer as time goes on.  Yes, this is when they will listen to their parents more than any other part of their life, but the young adult accepts that they are very much on their own now.

Many will argue this (and this author could possibly lose this argument), but in a way, this is the one stage of life where all mistakes are forgiven by God.  The young adult is looking for their place in this life.  They are going to make the same mistakes that every other person has made.  The young adult is now fully in this world and is searching for their place based upon what they know and what they believe.  Knowing is easy; believing is a bit trickier.  We all test what we believe and then learn from the results of these tests, but these results can be misleading as any test can be.  Who, or what, we test against can so much determine the outcome, but every person has, in their heart, the ability to know the difference between right and wrong and the ability to learn from their mistakes.  This stage of life is where so many people choose so many paths in this life.

While the decisions are oh, so forgivable, the paths are not.  This is because the choice to follow a certain path reflects what is in one’s heart.  Understand this clearly!  The decisions and mistakes are merely a part of finding your path (the way you treat others and the way you treat yourself), but the path chosen reflects what is truly in your heart.  This is where so many people will cry “foul!”  These people will claim that there are too many reasons a person can fail in this world. And do you know what?  They are right:  there truly are many reasons a person can fail.  The reasons are not important, but the paths chosen are:  and this is where these people crying “foul” have failed.  This world (and this life) has been designed so that we all must face the consequences of our poor decisions.  Yes, this is a fact; indeed, this is a sad fact.  Some people just cannot deal with sadness:  this is their only shortcoming (in that they cannot deal with sadness).  Well, life (and God) is not as forgiving as these people are; so stay with life (and God), allowing all others to deal with their poor decisions.  Life (and God) has always “forgiven” those who fight their way past their failures.  Making excuses is the opposite of fighting (and has no part in forgiveness).

Have faith in the decisions you make in life and have faith (and patience) in the decisions others make in life:  patience that they will always have the ability to learn from their mistakes.  Some people learn early in life; some people have to find rock-bottom before they learn, and sadly, some people never seem to find rock-bottom.  Never judge others as being wrong:  just see them as on their way toward finding that they can walk away from their mistakes (and poor decisions):  anytime they want to.  But let them also find that someday they will indeed pay for their mistakes, just as you have.  This is the only way to grow.  If we do not pay for our mistakes (sometimes harshly) then we cannot grow!

ADULTS’ DECISIONS

Regarding life, adults have much working for them and much working against them regarding decisions.  Some of what works against adults are as follows.  Adults have a lifelong history in believing certain ideas.  Lifelong beliefs can become comfortable to us, even if they are wrong.  Adults have learned to invent shades-of-gray to justify the poor decisions they have made:  this means they invent excuses to “quiet” their conscience (which is now screaming at them).  Adults have learned to ignore things that might bother their conscience:  it takes a while, but we have all learned to let certain ideas go right past us knowing that we should pay attention to them.  All of this is normal; all of this is “part of life.”  Every person upon the face of this earth (this author included) does this.  The traits we have working against us are just a part of this life, but hopefully, the traits we have working for us in this world will prevail.  The most obvious trait we have is that every person is able to tell the difference between right and wrong:  this has been discussed so much in these books that nothing more needs to be said.  Adults also have patience:  we need not correct everything right now.  Adults have intelligence and faith in their ability to correct their lives.  All of these traits working for adults are very powerful.  We know that we are not required to have our life settled while we are in our thirties.  Suffice it to say that adults have enough working on their behalf to be able to make correct decisions and to be able to accept responsibility for their poor decisions.

The most important trait a person must possess in this world is the ability to care.  If a person cares enough about their future and how the decisions they make will affect their future, then this person has enough ability to determine the outcome of their life.  Education and intelligence matters not.  Wealth, or the lack of wealth, matters not.  Faith in God, or the lack of faith, matters not: for we all have the same decisions to make in this life and we all have the tools and the ability to make the correct decisions . . . or to not make the correct decisions.  It is all up us:  each one of us.  One difference between adulthood and infancy is that adulthood lasts longer and the decisions made by adults last longer.

“Oh, to be a child again:”  this author firmly believes that it is our poor decisions that cause adults to say these words.  It is “those traits” working against us and our conscience (which is usually ignored) that gives us the desire to somehow start all over and somehow get this life right.  The truth is that most people would build their life exactly the same if they had the chance to repeat their life.  This is because the truth is (and pay attention here):  that you can start your life all over right now IF YOU WANT TO.  Your life is not about your chosen profession, income, education, or the car you drive.  Your life is the decisions you make about any number of things to be discussed in this book and you can start making these correct decisions right now IF YOU CARE TO.
“Oh, to be God someday:”  this author firmly believes that mankind has never uttered these words because people have never been adequately taught to consider the true enjoyment (and good) that can come from their decisions.  Why is that?  It is because “those traits” working for us in this world are rarely rewarded except within our own heart and conscience.  God is of the next world and there are no rewards of the next world to be found on this earth, but the rewards found within your heart and your conscience will indeed benefit you here by way of the faith you build in yourself (not in God).

Know that there is no greater defense against life than the faith a person has in their self.  Others would have you transfer this faith toward the vanities they prescribe:  these vanities including wealth, education, and position in life.  Here, your vanities, as taught by others, control your life; thereby causing you to sacrifice any control you might have (over your life).  Others would have you transfer this faith toward God (where it is out of your control).  Once your faith is out of your control, your eternal life is out of your control and this is where they really begin preaching their vanities about faith and forgiveness.  God has never, but ever, uttered these words through any faith:  this author will prove all of this before these books of Wisdom are finished.

So why is it that ADULTS in this world have never been adequately taught about the consequences of their decisions?  (Adults always teach this to children.)  Could it be that modern religion has totally failed in its preaching of God’s message (rights and wrongs)?  Could it be that modern religion does not want to offend those who contribute money?  Could it be that modern religion does not want to hurt a person’s feelings for fear of driving that person away?  Could it be that modern religion does not understand that God truly wants our feelings to be hurt from time-to-time?  Could it be that God wants our feelings hurt so that we will make changes in our lives when changes are needed?

It could be just so.  No . . . it is exactly so!  Think about it:  the only time an intelligent person’s feelings are hurt is when they come to realize that what someone else said (about them) is right!  No matter who you are, try to think about the last time a religious speaker (or an organized religion) hurt your feelings.  It does not matter if you are a churchgoer, a religious person, or neither:  we have all flipped through religious stations on the television and paused to hear a religious person speak for a while.  No matter who you are, when is the last time you heard someone say anything bad about you and you then thought, “That guy might just be right:  this really makes me mad, but that guy just might be right?”  In all likelihood, this has never happened to you.  In all likelihood, all you have ever heard is these people trying to placate you and make you feel good about yourself.  Religious leaders, by God’s design, are supposed to speak the truth of this world to you whether you want to hear it or not.

Modern religion believes it was put here to bring people to God by any means possible.  The truth is, that modern religion was put here to speak the plain truth and to then allow those hearing the truth to make their own decisions.  Modern religion was put here to teach mankind that if we cannot make even the smallest effort to decide that life here, indeed, includes all other people (and the way we treat all other people), then we have totally failed in God’s design for this earth.  Regarding any intelligent person, only the truth can hurt.  Lies never hurt:  lies never really pierce our soul.  Yes, no matter who you are, these words you read now do hurt, but yes, this hurting is good.  Another difference between adulthood and infancy is that we adults do not have someone to guide us through our mistakes, so we put a shield around us and when any truth cuts through our shield, our feelings get hurt:  yes, this too is good.

We should all have our feelings hurt from time-to-time because none of us is perfect and we should always cherish that person who was open (and honest) enough to speak the truth.  To modern-day religion:  here is your failure, here is your lesson, and here is your future.

THE ELDERLY’S DECISIONS

Very little shall be said concerning the decisions old folks make in this life.  Old folks know more about the consequences of decisions than anyone.  What old folks have learned in life could fill libraries.  One of the greatest tragedies in life is that mankind has rarely listened to old folks:  for here we have a person who has gone before us and we, in our foolishness, dismiss them because “times have changed and they are living in yesterday’s world.”  Nothing has changed!  Our precious feelings should be especially hurt because we denied and/or ignored their wisdom.  Oh, having our feelings hurt can lead to many wonderful things.

It would seem (to this author, at least) that old folks must be laughing at things the rest of us do.  By the term “old folks,” this means people in their seventies or eighties, or even more (or possibly less).  In order to see the silliness of others, one has to be in the twilight of their life:  the exact age does not matter and just being old is not enough.  So many of us have seen loved ones stricken with cancer, or some other illness, and the changes that then took place within this person.  When a person, regardless of their age, can truly see the end, they look differently upon this world.  Things that used to be important no longer are.  Why is that?  Read that again . . . why is that?  Vanity my friend:  vanity.  When a person can see the end, they can see what should have always been important to them.  Listen to these people.  Every person should dedicate a small part of their life toward listening to the words of a dying person:  for there is so much to be learned here.  Will this world always have to deal with the vanities found here?  Absolutely.  But vanities need to be balanced by the truth of this world and our old folks possess this truth.  Is it selfish to seek the truth from those who possess the truth?  Absolutely.  Do old folks wish they had done so earlier themselves (and listened to this truth from others)?  Absolutely.

Selfishness is part of this life:  regarding anyone possessing the truth, believe that it is an act of giving on their part more than it is an act of selfishness on your part.  Allow others to freely give to you.  This is what life has always been about:  giving.  So do let others give to you.  All of this is based upon one premise:  that of caring.  All of this goes back to the decisions an infant is capable of making:  an infant knows exactly what they care about.  All of this goes back to our ability to decide what we care about in this world.

My friend, the decisions we make are always based upon what we care about in this world (and in today’s world especially, what we usually care about comes before our sense of right-and-wrong).  It has been said so many times in these books that God has written His laws within the heart of each person and that each person has the ability to decide between right and wrong.  What this really means is that God has given us the ability to care about life and it is only our vanity (directed so well by Satan) that can bury our priorities in this life.  God does not care what form of government we live under.  We all have to decide what we care about in this world:  in this regard, we are all free.  Examine your own life:  do your cares in this world rule over the rights-and-wrongs found in your heart?  If so, then you have a problem . . . to be honest.  Never let honesty offend you, but do let it guide you in your judgments.  Think about what you just read here for this is very important (to you).

So why was nearly nothing said here regarding the decisions of old folks (and the dying)?  Because they have reached the point of life when their decisions are nearly always right.  All the rest of the world has to do is take lessons from the old (and the dying), so learn from them because they are closer to the truth than the rest of us.  There comes a point in every person’s life where they can truly see this world for what it is.  The sad fact is that for most people, this only comes near the end.  Life does not have to be this way!  Any person (who so chooses) can freely decide to see the vanities of this life . . . all you have to do is care to see these vanities.  There is no rule that you have to wait for death to see the truth.  But there is one rule (God’s rule) that you must care before you can see the truth.

Decisions . . . decisions . . . this is what life is all about and this is why we were put here upon this earth.  We were not put upon this earth to find God, religion, power, wealth, politics, or anything else found upon this earth.  We were put here to learn about life, the decisions we make regarding life, and to grow-up by way of learning from our mistakes.  This is what God has always told mankind:  regardless of their faith.  Indeed, you might do well to consider the following to be a cold-and-hard truth of this world:  that every person who ever lived had no chance of escaping the results of their decisions; neither the master or servant, rich or poor, nor the wise man or the fool.  These very words came from Solomon, perhaps the richest and wisest person who ever lived . . . and oh, how he saw this fault in himself.

GROWING-UP

The act of growing-up happens every day in this world as sure as the rising and setting of the sun.  This does not matter if you are one day from your birth or one day from your death.  If growing-up is so simple, why would anyone give it a second thought?  Because you truly can decide how you grow-up.  You make decisions every day of your life regarding how you intend to grow-up.  Before you can learn how to grow-up, you need to learn something very simple about God’s designs on this earth by way of God’s messages to mankind.  It does not matter if you have ever read the Bible so listen to your common sense here.  What you are about to learn is a very simplistic version of mankind:  it is not scientific, nor is it historical or religious.  It is beyond the scope of this book to present anything more than a very simple and abbreviated version of God’s truth, but what you are about to learn shall still be the truth.  Scientific and religious folks will cry “foul” at these truths, but only because they cannot deal with simple and truthful version of mankind.

Science is right; this world is billions of years old:  never deny a proven truth when presented to you.  Evolutionists are correct in how the plant and animal species have evolved upon this world:  yes, this absolutely includes the origins of mankind.  Again, never deny the obvious, the scientific, and especially the genetic proofs of this world.  But, about six-thousand years ago, God made the decision that mankind had grown enough to warrant His intervention in worldly affairs.  About six-thousand years ago, God breathed “life” into one individual.  Some call this breath a soul, a spirit, or a consciousness.  Regardless of the word used, “something” happened six-thousand years ago to where mankind truly blossomed upon this earth.  Let any scientist or religious person try to dispute this obvious truth.  But also, let any scientist or religious person sit down together and agree upon this simple truth.  So my friend, just rely upon your common sense as you are about to learn of God’s wisdom.

Six-thousand years ago was a very long time ago from our perspective.  There is no recorded human history prior to this other than cave drawings and such.  As we approach six-thousand years ago, we start to see a true blossoming of human intelligence upon this earth.  Six-thousand years ago, there were no Christians, Jews, Hindu, Muslims, Shinto, or Buddhists:  there was only mankind (or people).  From what we know, God spoke little to mankind in those days.  The first two-thousand years of mankind takes place in only the first twenty or so pages of your Bible, so there is not a whole lot to be learned from this first third of mankind’s existence.  Or is there?

One third of our existence upon this earth is a very long time from any perspective.  God did nearly nothing (worthy of mention) during this period of time.  Using common sense, it would seem as though God was waiting to see what mankind would grow into being.  Then, somewhere around four-thousand years ago, a man called Abraham came along.  Somewhere around the twentieth page of your Bible, a man named Abraham (Abram to be exact) came along who had no history worthy of religious implications:  a man who, it would seem, had absolutely no feelings toward God.  Read these few pages yourself and see if you find any words to the contrary (do not assume anything, just read the words you find and accept these words).  In a funny sort of way, we all could skip over the first twenty pages of the Bible because from mankind’s point-of-view, nothing happened!  This is not exactly right, but is close enough to the truth for now.

So now, look at this world from God’s point-of-view.  Mankind has been given six-thousand years of seemingly uninterrupted existence upon this earth so throw away the first twenty pages of your Bible.  What you now have left (until the very last page of your Bible) covers only the next two-thousand years (one third) of mankind’s existence.  Obviously, this was a very important time for God and this should mean something to us.  It would seem as though God gave us one-third of our time to show Him what we would be in this world.  Then God spent a great deal of effort during the next third of our time here helping us.  He helped us a great deal during this one-third of our time here (an entire Bible’s worth of help; including the entire New Testament).  Finally, God gave us the last two-thousand years (and ZERO PAGES in the Bible) to do something with our remaining time on this earth.

But . . . who are we that we might try to understand what God is working toward?  God only spent TWO-THOUSAND years trying to teach us how to govern ourselves as nations (yes, Muslims, Buddhists, Hindus, and others, this also follows the timeline of your own beliefs if you care to research this, in depth).  When we failed at this, God then spent about one-hundred years here Himself teaching us how to live our own individual lives.  Yes, the entire New Testament took place in less than one-hundred years.  What a shame it is that we pathetic people divide one God into two books; thereby missing the whole message.  Always remember that God did not divide His work here into two books:  mankind did this!  So what does any of this have to do with our growing-up in this world?  Oh, it has everything to do with our growing-up if we are ever to understand the way God designed this world.  We already know that we are not required to believe in God in order to do well in this life, but anyone who cannot see that God has a design for this world just has not been paying attention.

The entire Old Testament of your Bible (about two-thousand years, or one third of our existence) was spent trying to teach mankind how to govern itself.  It shows that God wants us to create laws that will put evil away from our sight.  The Old Testament shows that God wants us to appoint judges (elders, not young people) to decide what evils in this world truly need to be put away from us.  Forget the Bible for just a moment:  this is just common sense!  Judges are put in place only to decide if a person is guilty or innocent.  The innocent go free . . . the guilty are punished.  Judges are to have no right in forgiving the guilty:  forgiving is not why judges exist.  Judges exist to punish the guilty (for us) and nothing else.  The Old Testament gives a very simple version of justice for times when life merely consisted of property.  (Times really haven’t changed though, have they?  Think about that.)  If a person’s wrong deed toward another was unintentional, then that person pays one-for-one, or restores the wrong.  If a person intentionally devised to injure another, that person pays seven-fold.  The Old Testament never allows a judge to forgive a guilty person:  judges exist for us, not for the guilty!  For serious matters, the Old Testament says a judge is to put an evil person away from the rest of mankind.  Remember this:  if a nation cannot adequately enact laws to protect its own people, then that nation has no right to continue existing.  This has happened time after time throughout history, but we humans are oh, so blind to the past.  Remember this also:  that if a nation cannot adequately place (and replace) judges to enforce the laws that protect its people, then that nation has no right to continue existing.  It may very well be, that The United States of America, in its beginning, realized this truth better than any country that ever existed, but those days are long-gone as evidenced by America’s problems today; and by Americans’ ignorance of this truth today.  Some truths hurt, my friend:  accept this truth now and decide (for yourself) that something needs to be done about this truth.

Now, what does any of this have to do with growing-up?  Everything!  For we all must grow-up knowing that we will always pay for our mistakes:  this is normal human nature.  There is nothing wrong with making mistakes:  we all do this from time-to-time.  Know that there is nothing wrong with our paying for our mistakes either.  A good, honest, and respectful person pays for their mistakes long before they stand before a judge.  We all know this; but the judges of today seem oblivious to this fact.  Nearly every civilized society of this world will offer a person, who has wronged another, the chance to make things right and to then restore that which was lost or damaged.  Regarding any person who is truly guilty of an offense against others, if that person has to stand before a judge and cannot admit the truth or offer recompense, then YOUR judge should see this person for who they are.  YOUR judge should see to it that the rest of us, who are trying to grow-up honestly (with our own mistakes), will not have to deal with that person until that person has changed their ways.  YOUR judge belongs to you; not to the person standing before them.  God has never said otherwise . . . ever!

As a side note, consider a young judge.  What interest does a young person have in justice?  By way of their youth, a young person is still building their life, their fortune, their future, their friends, and their character (by way of discovering their vanities).  None of these has anything to do with justice or the deciding of rights-and-wrongs in a society.  READ THIS LAST SENTENCE AGAIN TO SEE GOD’S WISDOM IN THIS WORLD.   For six-thousand years, God has advised us to use old people to judge ourselves.  Old people could care less about the lawyers who stand before them.  Old people could care less about those efforts required to run for re-election.  God has taught us (through every faith) to use old people to judge right-and-wrong because old people have already built their life, their fortune, their future, their friends, and their character (by way of their years spent dealing with vanities).  Old people have made their mistakes and have come to understand what vanity is.

My friend, remember that growing-up is something that is required of us all.  Growing-up involves learning new things, making decisions in life, and having to deal with those decisions:  right or wrong.  Mostly, growing-up deals with these wrong decisions because we all do this.  No person ever “grew-up” by way of their good decisions.  It is usually poor decisions that make us change our ways throughout childhood, adolescence, and adulthood.  But every so often, each person finds a “defining moment” in life where they make the right decision during trying times.  Cherish these moments because they too cause you to be the person that you are.

GROWING-UP PHYSICALLY

Physical growth is more than just “getting larger.”  Physical growth means different things at different stages of our life.  During childhood, it might mean a certain physical power over others.  During adolescence, it means dealing with changes in your body and how important those changes will be within your life.  The way we deal with physical changes early in life can affect the way we see life for a very long time.  For some, the importance they place on striving for perfect physical growth (otherwise known as beauty) can affect that person’s life all the way through the point to where that physical perfection has been lost.  This is just one example.

The normal course of physical growth is that we place importance in it, no matter the stage.  While we are young, we place importance in physical growth;  hence the evolution of sports, beauty pageants, various activities, and many industries such as cosmetics, clothing, outdoor activities, and parts of the medical profession.  This all is normal and there is nothing wrong with it.  The continuing course of physical growth involves health, enjoying life by way of what comes to us, and seeing to it that we preserve this precious life for as long as we can.  This too, is completely normal.

There truly is very little to be learned from physical growth in this world because it is going to happen regardless of our efforts.  Physical growth, however, can hinder us if and when we start making decisions regarding it.  For many (or most) physical growth becomes a vanity early-on in life.  Some people have more of this than others (long before money enters our life) and people can decide that they actually had something to do with this physical growth.  This is where vanity can first enter our lives.  We are not talking about two children fighting here;  we are talking about a young person making their first decision regarding how they compare to others in this world.  Physical growth really is not important in this life, but it can create a very powerful foundation for our vanity.  Remember this, no matter what stage of life you are in, because this explains the actions of many people in this world.

GROWING-UP EMOTIONALLY

Our growing-up emotionally is a very important part of this book (and life).  For all practical purposes, we all grow-up exactly the same, emotionally speaking, but it is how we deal with these emotions that makes each person different than every other.  We all cry as babies:  every one of us.  We all fought, played, and threw temper-tantrums when we were children.  We all went through puberty at about the same age and did the same foolish things.  The same emotional changes come to all of us at about the same time of life.  We all move away from our parents at approximately the same stage of life, give or take a few years.  So why are we all different?  Why is there not one single person on this earth just like you?

How we deal with emotions in life makes us the person that we are and here, finally, is where we can actually determine the outcome of our life.  Should we all strive to be exactly the same person?  Absolutely not.  But, with that being said, we must not allow any emotion to overwhelm us in our life either.  Because one or two friends have hurt us in the past does not mean that we should never again have a close friend:  we should just work harder at this.  Because our parents had a failed marriage in the past, does not mean that we are doomed to failure or should fear commitment:  we should learn from their mistakes.  Because any person (family member, friend, or co-worker) sabotaged our efforts sometime ago in order to better their lot in life, does not mean that we are to fill our heart with hatred toward all others:  we should just know that others (all others) fail from time-to-time, just as we do.  These are only a few examples:  every person could obviously think of many more, so no further examples shall be used here.

Emotions, sometimes, can be the largest trees in front of us, blocking our view of the forest (life).  Anytime an emotion overwhelms us, the only way we can successfully deal with it is to put these emotions in their proper place.  So whittle your problems down to the size they should be and put them in their proper place.  This author cannot tell you how to do this:  every person needs to draw upon their individual strengths found deep within themselves.  But this author can, indeed, ask a few questions.  Something bad has happened and one of these major hurdles in life is now in front of you.  Are you going to stop breathing?  No.  Are you going to lose your next meal?  No.  Will you still have clothes on your back next week?  Yes.  Will you still have a roof over your head next month?  Yes, hopefully.  Unless you are fighting for your life, like a soldier or the victim of a crime, nearly every decision made during the “heat of the moment” will be the wrong decision.  So just wait.  If you are still going to be breathing in twenty-four hours, then wait for these twenty-four hours to pass.  Why?

Deep down, we all know that life could or should be simple (hopefully, you have learned this in the prior books of Wisdom).  But there are brief moments in life (crises) that come along that force life to be not-so-simple.  Believe that these moments are fleeting and rare.  The first twenty-four hours of any crisis are the most important twenty-four hours for this is the time that we only think of  ourselves.  Know that these are the times when our deepest vanities can take full control of our lives.  Allowing yourself twenty-four hours does more for you than you can imagine.  First of all, it gives you faith in yourself.  Patience is a direct result of the faith you have in yourself.  Also, this twenty-four hours gives your body time to get its chemicals and hormones back in balance to where your mind can make decisions clearly.  The most important thing that happens during this twenty-four hours is that at some point, the sun is going to rise.  What a simple thing this is, but more so, how important it is to our mind.  Our vanities reside in the front of our mind.  The front of our mind is responsible for the here-and-now.  Somewhere in the back of our mind, the rising of the sun means that life goes on.  It is in the back of our mind where our ability to reason is kept.  With but a little of time, our mind will always right itself.

So, twenty-four hours have passed:  do you still have a crisis?  Yes.  Is this crisis as large now as it was twenty-four hours ago?  Absolutely not.  Is life simple again?  No, but it is better than it was yesterday.  This book cannot help you with the crises that occur in your life.  No person can help you with these, but this book can help teach you to keep your life as simple as possible.  Some times are not as simple as other times and this is what it means to grow-up emotionally.  These crises will never stop happening,  but any old person will tell you that they do become easier to deal with over time, or more correctly, they do become easier to deal with through experience:  learn the difference between these and you will find that your patience is the direct result in the faith you always have in your own future.  The patience you have will always show itself in the simplicity of your life.  Some people just have more vanities in this life than others;  it is these vanities that cause life to seem complicated for these others.  Do not concern yourself with the complications of life; rather consider always, the vanities found within yourself.

GROWING-UP WITH FRIENDS

In the course of our growing-up in this world, we will all associate our lives with others.  Here is where this book will be somewhat cruel (with apologies).  We all are forced to associate with others in several ways:  some, we welcome into our lives as friends.  Children find their friends though convenience:  whoever lives next door or across the street.  This might be unacceptable and parents know this.  Every parent tries to regulate who their child plays with.  Parents, for right or wrong reasons, evaluate the life and home of their children’s friends and make their best guess as to the influence this will have upon their own children.  This is a parent’s duty, but how foolish we are . . . because friendships are no different for adults!

Given a normal lifetime, most people will spend more time with their friends than the family they grew-up with.  Adults are more in danger, by way of friendships, than children are because adults no longer have that valuable direction from above (their own parents).  People take on many attributes of others they associate their lives with:  all people do this!  With apologies for the harshness of these words, you need to protect yourself and your loved ones; and guard your values well in this world.  Some very simple examples will follow so fill in the details of your own life as needed.

How many people do you know that follow their friends’ examples of pursuing vanities of this world (buying expensive things and lavishing themselves with items beyond their means)?  This causes massive debt (which is so prevalent in today’s world):  these people and their friends find themselves in the same predicament of their entire future, being spent today, paying off that debt of yesterday.  How many people do you know that follow their friends’ drug use or alcohol abuse to their own detriment?  Friends are a powerful force in this life.  As long as you associate your life with people who use drugs, you will continue to use drugs.

There is nothing wrong with using drugs in this world as long as you stop someday.  Now, read this last statement again and substitute “debt” for drugs because here we have the classic (but untrue) version of two opposite lives:  the life of poor black, white, or other so-called “lesser people” and the life of the so-called wealthy.  It is untrue because the wealthy can use drugs and the poor can have debt.  This shows that we are all exactly the same and have exactly the same problems.  With apologies for these words, please learn that many of the problems that exist in this life come from the people we choose to associate our lives with.  Read that again:  MANY OF THE PROBLEMS THAT EXIST IN THIS LIFE COME FROM THE PEOPLE WE CHOOSE TO ASSOCIATE OUR LIVES WITH.  It is not their fault, but rather all of this is your fault.  We all choose who we will associate our lives with:  this is normal.  We all take on many attributes of our friends:  this is normal.  But, and read this clearly, we all have the ability to make changes in our life.

Is your life as simple as it should be?  Are there things in your life that really should change?  Also, are there attributes in your life that were not there when you were young and your life was more simple?  Then change these things and decide if the friends you have chosen just might be fueling this.  Your friends are never the cause of your failings, but they can fuel your failures.  You, and only you, are the reason that your life is not as simple as it should be.  This is because you, and only you, can choose to make changes in your life.  Now, many negative things have been said here and for that, this author apologizes.  This part of the book was intended to hurt you (just a little) because adults do not have others (such as their parents) to watch over them.

There truly are people to be found in this world who do not seek to hurt others or themselves.  There truly are people to be found in this world who keep their life simple and enjoy those things that come to them by way of their efforts in this world.  These people can be rich or poor, black or white or other, religious or want-no-part-of-it.  Do not limit your choices in this world for this could be what caused the problems you now have.  Associate your life with people who demonstrate those traits which you now seek.  Will you ever be like these others?  No, and you never should be.  With time, you will find some of their traits becoming yours and you will find some of your traits becoming theirs:  this is the first sign of love (on both sides).

(Could it be; that this was the main point of Christ’s Eleventh Commandment to us?  Could it be; that we are supposed to love one another so that we will find some of God’s traits becoming ours?  Could it be; that this is necessary in order for us to someday “grow-up” into being God?)

Guard your life by guarding your decisions and be cautious of those traits that become part of your life.  From time to time, talk to your spouse, or think (to yourself) about what effect others might have upon your life.  A good spouse can make life so easy; for here, we have a person who will hurt our feelings for us:  when we ask them to do so.  After this, make small changes.  It is these times when you and your spouse (or just you) can see how simple your life can be.  It is these times when you and your spouse (or just you) can see the influence others have upon your life.  Work together and guard yourselves as you allow simple truths into your life.  Read this carefully because this truly can be the strongest bond of a marriage:  the honest opinions of the person you love most in this world.

Oh, but this author vowed not to quote the Bible (in this book) such as the part where marriage is described as two becoming one.  Could this be exactly how God was describing marriage?  It was . . . exactly this:  a person deciding to seek and to cherish the values (and opinions) of just one person which they value higher than any other in this life.  Think about it:  any man and woman can make a baby in this world, but how often do we seek and cherish the values of just one person in this world?  The reason for marriage is to find that one person we will put all of our faith into regarding those decisions regarding the future of our life.  We will all have times in our life when we make the wrong decisions or are unable to make any decision.  This will happen to every one of us from time-to-time, but hopefully, we will have chosen one person (our spouse) that we can talk to during these times.  Hopefully, we have chosen the one person who’s values and opinions we cherish during times of trouble.  This may not fit your life, but if it does not, know that it is your fault because this is the way God designed life; whether you believe this or not.  (And deep down, you do believe this; if you do not, then there is something wrong with you and you need to examine this in yourself).  Know that if you so choose, you can always return to the way it was earlier by just talking to your spouse, humbling yourself, and speaking the truth to your spouse (as you once did so long ago and as your spouse so dearly loved these moments).

There are languages upon this earth (not the English language) where the word meaning to be “single” means to be “alone in this world.”  How is one alone in this world?  One can only be alone in the decisions regarding how they will face this world.  Remember this in your spouse.  Know that this is why you chose your spouse:  to help make this life more simple, to have one person you can rely upon when those hard decisions in life come upon you, to have a second source of strength to draw upon when life throws its worst at you, and to help you raise your children in the same fashion.  Life was meant to be this simple, but oh, how easy it is for a man and a woman to make a baby in this world.

GROWING-UP ACCEPTING OTHERS (CULLING)

This will be a very short section because this author can see that he lost sight of the forest in the prior section.  The prior section went right into the culling of friends because this is an integral part of finding spouses, friends, or any others that we welcome into our life.  Finding friends is as natural as eating or breathing; but deciding who we allow into our lives is much more important than our daily interactions with people.  Decisions must be made:  funny, how life always comes down to decisions (or the lack of decisions being made) and funny how obvious it is, when you step away from your life for a moment, that these decisions ought to be.

Culling means to decide.  A fisherman or a hunter culls young fish or game to allow the animal to go their way and hopefully grow-up.  You must do the same with people.  This means to look at another person and see what place they will take within your life.  Some people will fuel those decisions you are trying to not make or to put behind yourself.  Beware of this because these people are not wrong, they just have not reached the same decisions in life that you have.  Some people can fuel those decisions you want to start happening in your life.  So think about culling for just a moment:  you have been doing this all of your life.

When you were young, you chose friends who would take you in the direction you wanted to go.  How young?  It does not matter.  When you were ten years old, you found friends that were willing to accompany you into new and adventurous beginnings.  When you were a teenager, you found friends who would take you or follow you into the world of tasting parts of adult life.  When you had just left your parents, you found friends to go with you into this world and find drugs, alcohol, sex, and the wild times of your youth.  All of this is normal and good.  We all cull our friends over time, but we all change also.  Every person chooses a different path in life and because of this, we all move from friend to friend.  You are no different than these others; they do this too looking after their own lives as you should look after yours:  we are all the same.

Eventually, we all settle down . . . and then lower our guard.  We no longer need our guard because we have found our place in this world.  Well, my friend, believe that you know about as much now as you did when you were sixteen years old.  The only difference now is that you have let your guard down.  Just as you did when you were in your teens or twenties, keep your guard up regarding those you associate your life with.  When you become complacent, know that you are failing.  Every person needs to constantly examine the direction their life is going because no person will ever do this for you!  Others will always be glad to lead you here or there simply because they enjoy the company (not your company but “the” company).  Choose your company, choose your friends and more than these, choose your spouse and the direction of both of your lives (and your family’s life).

Never rest and never become comfortable in your life, but more than this, never forget why you chose your spouse so long ago.  At no other point of this book will this author be more sorry for vowing not to quote the Bible.  Not because God has anything to do with this life (per se), but because the institute of marriage is the most excellent defense against life that was ever devised.  Never mind that every faith upon this earth says exactly this.  Never mind that marriage is one of the only institutions upon this earth that God Himself has ever blessed.  My friend, marriage is right only because it keeps this life so simple!  This single fact is why God has blessed it amongst all mankind; and did so at the beginning of time.

As stated earlier, marriage is supposed to be about finding that one other person who will get you through this life successfully.  Marriage was blessed by God because God is found no where upon this earth, but marriage is.  When we fail from time-to-time (as we all must), we need one other person to be strong and to help us pick our self up, dust off the failures of our past, and continue on in this life.  In marriage, we have found that one person for whom we vow to do the same.  Because marriage has become a failure in today’s world, it is these failures that will be addressed here.  Marriage is supposed to be one of the most simple parts of this life, but we, in our vanity, have made marriage a failure upon this earth.

This section of the book is about the culling of others in this life, culminating in finding our one spouse in this life.  Well, here is the truth:  God made this earth and God has no penis or vagina; God is neither male nor female.  God did intend for each of us to cull others in order to keep life simple.  God did bless the institute of marriage to show His approval of our using marriage to keep life simple.  Even though God blessed the institution of marriage, it is obvious to all that marriage was never intended to help us find God.  Rather, marriage was only intended to help us find our way though life!  If you have failed in your marriage then this is your fault and nobody else’s.  The same can be said for your spouse, but this does not excuse you for your failures.  If any of this has offended you, then please read on for your wisdom regarding the simplicity of this life.

Know that marriage has always been a good institution upon this earth:  only in today’s world has marriage failed.  We all must realize that today’s failures are our own fault, not life’s fault.  It is always our fault if life is not simple.  There are only two reasons that a marriage can fail in God’s eyes and in life itself.  First, we made a poor decision and that decision must be dealt with (through divorce) because God knows the mistakes we are capable of making in this life.  But know that this poor decision is very rare upon this earth, which brings us to the second reason for the failure of marriage in today’s world (which is far more prevalent).  The second and most common reason for the failure of marriage is our vanity.  Because vanity has never been more prevalent upon this earth, the failure of marriage has never been such as it is either.  See this simple truth and you shall see the wisdom in the truth that follows.

We all grow in this world and never cease growing.  At some point, we find a person in whom we trust our deepest emotions.  This person eventually becomes our spouse:  our ultimate culled partner in this life.  But our growth continues:  things become important to us that are not important to our spouse.  (Any English scholar will tell you that the use of the word “thing” reflects poor writing skills, but this author disagrees.  Anytime you see the word “thing” in this book, fill in your own word and then realize that these “things” are your vanities.  Know that this author trusts your abilities to draw upon the truth that is found in your own heart).
FAITH

This book is about the simplicity of your life and nothing else.  Because God is found no where in this world, faith in God will not be discussed in this book.  This is a personal decision each person makes in life so it will be left that way in this book.  Know that faith in God will get you nothing in this life if you do not have enough faith in yourself and your abilities in this life.  But know now that this one little word “faith” can be, by far, the most important word in your life.

Your faith in yourself will affect every decision you ever make in life.  Regardless of your age, your faith in where you are now and your faith in where you will end up in life is the only thing that should ever matter to you.  You know this to be true, but what does faith mean?

Faith is a silly word really:  it means so much and it means so little.  Faith comes from our feelings in this world (now feelings, we can truly understand).  We all decide how much faith we have in this world;  faith that the sun will rise and set each day, faith that we will have the means to obtain our next meal, and faith that we have a place to return to at the end of each day.  These things are easy because we have no feelings toward them.  Now consider some faiths in this world that are not so concrete, but that indeed we have feelings toward.

We have faith in our family that they will always be there for us as they were in the past.  Should we always have faith in our family?  Should we have faith in our family that they will not hurt us?  Well . . . yes . . . maybe . . . well, probably.  The faith we have in our family is not as strong as the faith we have in the sun rising each morning.  Why is that?  We all have feelings about our family, but we do not have feelings about the sun rising each morning.  Ah, but family is so much more important (and well it should be).

We have a certain amount of faith toward others in our life also.  Faith that they will not let us down regarding this or that.  This includes friends, neighbors, co-workers, and even people we walk by (that they will not hit us on the back of the head and rob us on a crowded street).  We do not have faith in some stranger walking by us in a secluded alley:  we will listen intently, watch shadows, or even turn to see their intentions.  Faith always boils down to our feelings in life.  There are some who have absolute faith in their families and some who have none.  There are some who have absolute faith in their friends and some who have none.  Faith in others always comes down to feelings:  we never turn to see the intentions of the sun rising each morning.  

Trust your feelings in others:  your feelings will never fail you, but know that through trust, it is possible for us to ignore our feelings.  Anytime a person you trusted hurts you, this is partly your fault because you allowed your trust to blind yourself toward your true feelings.  A person’s true feelings will always protect them whether that person seeks good or evil.  While this is true, it is not the point of this book regarding the simplicity of this life.  There will be times when people you have faith in will let you down tremendously:  it is not always their fault and it is not always your fault.  This is because peoples’ feelings change as they grow.  Just because we ourselves change, does not mean that others around us change with us.  Any time those in whom you placed your trust hurt you, know that you did not pay attention to your “changing” feelings and know that you did not pay attention to their feelings not changing with yours.  All people have difficulty with noticing (and accepting) changes in life:  it is so easy and comfortable to ignore changes.  Life is always changing so guard your feelings well and know that you will be hurt from time-to-time.  Watch the faith (in others) that those close to you show as well:  see how they treat others (yes, watch this in your family and your friends as well).

If you are to choose the direction of your life, then you must have faith in yourself first and in others second.  Faith in others is so important, but faith in yourself must come first.  While all of this might seem to be very negative, nothing could be further from the truth.  It is just so important that you have faith in yourself to choose that direction which will keep your life simple:  because nobody is going to do this for you.  With this learned, place other people in your life where they belong and place the appropriate amount of faith in them for there is so much to be gained through the wisdom and knowledge of others.

Family can return you to the values you had as a child; friends and loved ones can help you through the crises that occur in life; and every once in a while, that stranger on the street might turn to you and return the wallet you dropped.  Everything in this life boils down to the feelings you have toward others and the faith you then place in others:  but guard these feelings (thereby guarding your faith) knowing that you are always trying to change for the better.  If you are ever going to change for the better, you actually have to DO SOMETHING to make this happen.

Regarding the simplicity of this life, the faith you have in yourself and your spouse must always come first.  Know that the faith you place in family, friends, and others will always be a direct reflection of the faith you have in yourself.  Regarding life itself, you can either let it happen or make it happen.  Those others who you allow closely into your life (or your heart) will always be a direct result of your decision to either let life happen or to make life happen properly (and upon your terms).  Study this paragraph well and think about the decisions you have made in the past regarding others you have allowed into your life (friends) or others forced to be a part of your life (family).  All of these others have been strengths or weaknesses to you, but they were all decisions you made (yes, even with family and family values you permitted to become part of your life:  family values are not always right).

FAITH IN FAMILY

Besides ourselves, the first place we learn about faith in this world is with our family.  Know now that this book will never judge you or your family because all families are different.  Only you can judge the faith you have placed in your family, but for you to determine the place your family takes within your life, you must see the family for what it truly is.  There are two families in this world:  the family we grew-up with and the family that we create later in life.  Examine any faith in this world and realize that God has never placed importance in the family we grew-up with, but God places much importance in the family we create (later).

The family you grew-up with may be extremely important to you:  this is the case with many people.  You truly should honor your mother and father for they have made you the person that you are.  With this said (putting your mother and father aside for the moment), you had no choice in the family you were given in this life:  remember this always because it is God’s design.  With time, the family you grew-up with becomes less and less part of the decisions you make.  The family you grew-up with can indeed help you with difficult decisions, but they can also fuel poor decisions by making you comfortable in these poor decisions.  What does this mean?  For good or bad, you never chose your family.  Depending on your family circumstances, this can help you or hinder you:  only you can decide.

Honor your mother and father, but remember that your family is not you and you are not your family.  Once grown, we all have our own lives to live:  this is normal and a part of life.  Cherish the past for the memories and values given to you, but never forget to look toward your future.  Know that the family you create is very important to you (and to God) because this is your future:  this concerns the decisions you will make for the rest of your life.  This family you create, including your spouse, is your first concern and should be the reasons for most of your decisions in this life.

Here is the simplicity of life regarding the family you grew-up with:  cherish your family and know that you can always turn to them in times of crisis.  This is what family is for:  and expect them to turn to you during times of crisis.  The family bond can truly be a strong bond and is an excellent defense against life, but remember always that these crises are fleeting (short-lived) and rare.

Here is the simplicity of life regarding the family you raise:  every decision you make in life must take into account this family if you ever expect this family to be strong.  Indeed, any decision you (or your spouse) makes without regarding this family is pure vanity.  Do you remember what vanity means?  Nothing, my friend . . . nothing.  So place the proper importance in the family that you grew-up with (the family that made you who you are), allow your spouse to do the same (respecting their same family history), but always place the family you create first within the decisions you and your spouse make in this world.

Family should be so important in this world so let the interests of your family come first in your decisions.  Will this always be easy to do?  No, because we all have to contend with our vanities.  The word “contend” is important here because it means you can always win, if you so choose to do.

FAITH IN OTHERS

The faith we place in other people during our lifetime is very important.  In many ways, family is easy because we understand family.  Family is a small term, but “others” includes the entire world.  Before you can understand “faith in others,” you need to understand the word “faith” just a bit more because this world is not a simple place, but your life needs to be simple.  Many people believe faith is the same as trust.  Faith is actually the same as caring (feeling), but also involves “how much” you care (feel).  No person can actually determine how much trust they should place in another, but we all can easily decide how much we care about another, so keep life simple and place your attention in how much you care about others in this world.  

Keep others in this world within your various degrees of caring:  we all do this so do this with a purpose and build your life around this:  caring.  If a person who you hardly know (and hardly care about) says something detrimental toward your feelings then consider the place they have in your life.  If their words are wrong, then remember that they do not know you, you do not know them, and consider this person for what they have shown you.  If this person is right in their words then consider this person only for what they have shown you.  Their words might truly hurt you, but they have shown the ability to observe greatly and to speak the truth when the truth is needed.  Sometimes life hurts, but sometimes you should put much weight in what others speak:  especially if they speak the truth.  Remember, it does not matter if you trust them:  trust is a man-made feeling (vanity).  What does matter is that you CARE about their words if their words are true.  You, and only you, decide the truth of their words if their words are directed toward you.  In most cases, if a person does not know you then they will not know the full truth, but your caring about the difference will determine how you accept the truth in their words.  There is nothing wrong with having faith in a person who has hurt you through their honesty:  faith means caring and maybe you should care about having more honesty in your life.

At the opposite end of this example is the person who is close to you (and that you trust), but will not always give you the truth when needed.  You believe that you have great faith (trust) in this friend, but when you need and expect the truth from them, they fail you for fear of hurting your feelings.  These two extremes are but two examples.  Now, which extreme should you “care about?”  Only you can decide this, but think about these two examples.  Examine the difference between these two people.  Neither of these two people will ever be you so the only difference is the amount of time you have spent with each.  Remember that we all must continually decide what part others will take in our lives so think about these two extremes.  (Truly, these two extremes were chosen only to confuse your thought for a moment, to make you think about this, and then decide which of these two, in the end, will help you the most).  Assuming you have the ability to observe that each of these two people are basically good and decent people, which of these two people will benefit you the most in the long run?  You must decide if it is the person who speaks the truth and makes you think from time-to-time, or if it is the person who is merely comfortable with your acquaintance and does not want to invest the effort required for true friendship (not always, but sometimes this is exactly what friends are).

These are the decisions that you have to make all through your life if you are to “make” life happen on your terms.  Your parents did this for you when you were young and this world has not changed so do not “allow” life to happen:  make it happen according to your terms.  The number of other people who will enter your life cannot be counted.  You will come across all types of people throughout your lifetime:  in order to guard your life you must decide what kind of people will enter your life.  Ask yourself what the word “guarding” means.  Does it mean being comfortable or does it mean always trying to get better (no matter what truth comes your way)?  These books of Wisdom have been written for the latter because this author knows he can, and should be, a better person tomorrow than he was today:  no matter what truth comes his way.  Decide for yourself what is to be important in your life.  This is not a cumbersome task; rather it is the excitement of life.  How exciting it is when you truly find a person that you care about, build faith in, and then grow from your experiences with this person.  You must do this to some degree in your life or you will absolutely fail; so make this important and make this happen according to your designs.  Care about this decision and make this type of faith a priority in your life.  In doing this, you will be taking on the very work that your parents once had while you were a child.

My friend, never look back; never look at where you have been in your life.  Rather see to where you are going and never let yourself be comfortable in your life today.  What you are about to read may seem cruel, but regarding any person who spends the majority of their life looking back:  this person has no reason to take their next breath.  Being comfortable in your life is a state-of-your-mind:  it means you have accepted your lot in life as it is, found that there is no room for improvement, and have turned off your mind.  You might not like these words, but your common sense tells you they are true.  You might not like the following either, but anytime you have decided that you are comfortable in life only means that you have decided that the vanities with which you have surrounded yourself are enough to content you.  So your mind rests, you start looking back, and you see no need to improve (or to guard your life).  Quite often, this is where a person starts to die, regardless of their age.  Never look back.  Never, but ever, look back in this life!

Oh, how this author regrets his promise not to quote the Bible:  such as the statement made regarding how difficult it is for a rich person to enter into the Kingdom of Heaven.  Being “rich” is never attained; it is a journey!  We might not see life this way, but God certainly does.  God only cares about our journey and the paths we choose.  Know that few people will ever claim to be rich, but many will undertake the journey, find contentment somewhere along the way, and then rest . . . while only looking back.  Perhaps, this is what Thoreau meant by the term “quiet desperation,” which truly is the life we lead here.

The two examples at the beginning of this section were carefully chosen by this author because this author actually is one of these examples.  This author is a person who you hardly know, hardly care about, and has said something here that might have hurt your feelings.  This author has dared to compare himself to those others closest to you and the things they say to you.  Truly, this author knows nothing about your friends and never will.  Just know that this author wants you to think about your life and to never cease doing so:  your common sense tells you this is right.  In this, you should not trust this author, but you should care about his words.  

Think about this the next time someone (who is not your friend) says something that hurts your feelings and think about this the next time a close friend withholds their truth from you:  remembering that not all strangers will speak the truth and remembering that not all friends will hold back.  Consider these four simple observations and you will be well on your way toward protecting your life.  Follow these four observations without inventing “shades-of-gray” and you will be well on your way toward making your life happen upon your terms:  that of keeping your decisions simple.

My friend, never look back and never rest in your life:  these are your first duties in life.  God is no where to be found in this world (by His design); this truth only leaves you, your decisions, and the others you find in your life.  Never rest:  never close your mind to the life around you.  Make your life happen as simply as you can and you will find the true excitement of this life as it was so designed.

FAITH IN OURSELVES AND COMMON SENSE

Much has been said (and hopefully learned) here regarding life and faith, but none of this matters if you have no faith in yourself:  nothing in this life matters if you do not care about yourself.  Faith is nothing more than caring really.  Caring is a feeling so keep this close to your heart, but faith is a work:  the result of faith is actually your works done in this world regarding what you care about in your life.  You will place faith in these or those people and you will not place faith in some others.  Know these decisions for what they are and know these decisions are your work in this life.  It is easy to believe that you have all the faith there is to be had in this world, but if you do not do something about this faith, then you have nothing.  Your faith cannot be felt inside of you.  No matter what religious folks tell you, faith can never be felt inside of you:  this applies to faith in God, faith in others, and faith in yourself.  Trust can indeed be felt inside of you, but faith is not trust; it never has been.  Your faith can only be shown to the world through the decisions you make in your life.  Always remember that these decisions are what make your life (and your spouse’s life) exciting.

You have read here many times that faith is merely caring (and nothing else):  this is true and you will learn why now.  To some, this section will be the silliest words they have ever read (and that is acceptable) and to some, these will be the best words they have ever read.  This section will be devoted to the latter (those who’s lives will change).  This author has stated many times that these books of Wisdom are not intended to help any person find God:  this is a personal decision (faith or caring) that each person must make.  This author only provides these truths to each reader.  Why?

Nobody can force another person to have “faith” in God and nobody can force another person to have “faith” in their self.  Or . . . nobody can force another person to “care” about God and nobody can force another person to “care” about their self.  Do you see any difference in these?  If you cannot see a difference then you truly have the ability to keep your life simple for each of these is a decision every person must make in their own life.  Each of these is a decision every person will make in their own life:  one way or another.  Do accept this fact and start giving it due thought.  Examine yourself first.  Using the worst-case scenario, how does a person who has never had faith in their self begin this?  For that matter, how does a person who has normal faith go about improving upon that faith?  This is something we have never been taught and therefore have no experience with in today’s world.  You do this by using two things no person can ever take from you:  oh, they will try . . . but they cannot take these from you.  Only you can volunteer to give these up to others.

You improve your faith in yourself using your common sense and your ability to care.  These are all you need:  indeed, these are all that you have.  Others will try to cloud the issues or confuse the facts, but you know that only you can care that friends do indeed have an influence upon you.  Finally, only you can use your common sense that if you cannot care about yourself, nobody else is going to do this for you.  For some people, this might be hard to realize, but every person is capable of realizing this if they just give it some thought.

So, after some thought, you do decide this is true:  now what?  Rely upon what just got you this far:  your common sense.  A lot of people are going to say a lot of things to you (this author included).  Religious people are going to preach their vanities to you:  deal with it.  The same goes for all of the greedy people you encounter:  friends, family, politicians, so-called educators (pushing their agendas), financial experts, co-workers, neighbors, and every other acquaintance you ever made:  so deal with it.  The same goes for this author and what you read in this book:  this author is not you and this author’s life is not yours, so deal with it.  Nobody knows your life like you do so use the common sense you were born with and decide what truths in this world will help you.  We all have had poor quality bosses in our work:  what did you do about it?  Hopefully, you used your common sense and dealt with it.

Never give up on the abilities you know that you have regarding what is right for your life, but never become comfortable in your common sense either.  Know that there will always be some truth in what others tell you.  Religious people have a point after you sort through all of their vanities:  we do have our future to think about.  God is no where in this world, but we do have decisions to make about our future regarding God.  Financial advisors are right in that some day, we will not have the physical stamina to be able to work:  we do not have to retire wealthy (at the expense of our charity, our family’s upbringing, and any other endeavor in this world we decide that we care about), but we do have to provide something for our future by way of basic necessities and a few interests we intend to keep for our enjoyment.  Regarding politicians . . . well, politicians are never right only because they will lie about your future in order to accomplish their agenda today (Liberals and Conservatives).  As an aside, consider Ralph Nader.  This author has spent a lifetime wishing that Ralph Nader would just “go away.”  To this author, Ralph Nader the “politician” was wrong in everything that he said needed to happen today:  but everything that Ralph Nader the “futurist” said has always been right.  How is a person supposed to sort through the vanities in this world so as to see the truth in this life?

Never lose your common sense in this world, my friend.  If you can accomplish this one simple task, you will always be able to see the truth in other peoples’ words.  Friends will tell you this or that.  Because you are comfortable with friends, never forget that they can unduly influence your life.  Unduly means “too much.”  No matter who you are listening to in this world, never let another person dictate what you are to care about and never let another person influence your common sense.  Greedy people, including friends and family, will always tell you what to care about.  The same goes for religious people, financial people, journalists, educators, and, at the top of the greedy list, politicians.  Politicians are “paid professionals” doing just this.  As an example, Ralph Nader has always been a horrible politician, but shame on every politician who did not include Ralph Nader in their group of advisors.

Here is your rule-of-thumb regarding any person you are forced to hear.  If any person tells you the future of you, they speak nothing.  If any person tells you the future of your offspring, they are quite often right (not always though, if it also involves today).  If a religious person tells you the future of you, run away from this person.  If a money expert tries to tell you the future of your money, run away from this person, but remember that you must set “something” aside after looking after your family today:  your family of today must always take precedence.  Now if a politician tells you anything regarding anything, run away:  then look at their past (for a person can never hide their past).  While we have all made mistakes in our past, a politician’s past reflects their true beliefs and how they regard the future; look at their record and pay no attention to their mistakes:  rather pay much attention to their beliefs.  Politicians are the same as you; they make mistakes every day:  so allow them their mistakes, but be very conscious of their beliefs and of their record.

Your duty is to keep life simple:  you know this to be true.  Given your own failings, you know how to sort the truth from the lies.  Always trust your ability to sort the truth from the lies that others present to you.  This applies to those closest to you (friends and family) and to others who have no part in your life:  there is never any difference between these.  You are you and nobody else is.  You know where you are and you know where you want to be some day:  your friends and family have no part of that decision.  These words should ring true to every person whether they pursue their vanities or their eternal destiny.

Please forgive this author for allowing politics to become one of those trees previously mentioned (a big tree, sick tree, ugly tree, and dangerous tree).  Religious people are so easy to see through:  you can see through their truth of today (zero truth here) and their truth of tomorrow (still zero, but they will find this themselves someday).  Truthfully, these pathetic examples of politicians are but the first few bushes you encounter at the edge of the forest.  These bushes (or weeds . . . the briar-patch of life really) can actually be harder to get past than any single tree.  This “briar-patch” concept is why any example of politics (given in this or any other book) is only a fraction of the whole truth regarding these people.  The truth of this world is that greedy, power-seeking people only look after themselves.  This includes religious folks, financial people, or any person who would have you give up your common sense in favor of their preaching.

The following may be painful to accept, but know that the conditions of your life will never influence the future of your life as long as you use your common sense.  Just because you might be an American, does this mean that somebody in Mexico, China, Russia, or a war-torn part of Africa can never have a meaningful life?  Can a farmer living in communist China do nothing to help their neighbor?  Can a peasant in Mexico do nothing to help a stranger in their land?  Can a refugee escaping a war in Africa possibly do something to help the person next to them?  The help is little or nothing:  the caring comes from the heart.  Caring resides in the heart or the soul of a person, faith in ourselves only comes from our ability to care, and the tiny bit of help we provide to others only comes from the faith we have and decide to show in this world.  My dear, dear friend, know that just a drop of help given to others when it is needed most shows the world, shows God Himself, and finally, shows you yourself that there is indeed an ocean of caring to be found in your heart.  This caring found within your heart truly can be an ocean:  an inexhaustible supply of strength to be drawn upon to help you first and then others you come across within your lifetime.  Your caring is there; know that.  All you have to do is decide to tap into this inexhaustible supply of strength.  Know also . . . that your common sense will never fail you.  This paragraph summed up, very much, our faith in ourselves and our faith in others.  Did you see anything in this paragraph that had anything to do with “trust?”

FAITH IN GOD

Faith in God shall not be discussed in this book for many reasons, the main reason being that God is found no where upon this earth:  your common sense tells you this much.  If any person tells you otherwise, ask them where God was when the towers came crashing down.  Ask them where was God when the plane came crashing down.  Ask them where was God when millions died in Europe or Africa during recent memory.  After they preach their vanities to you, ask them once again, “Where was God?”  WHERE WAS GOD?

They cannot answer you because they know nothing of God.  So use your common sense and know that God is not in this world:  God has left mankind to itself.  But know also that God is perfect:  no matter what you believe God to be.  Use your common sense that God is perfect in His designs upon this world:  God has merely chosen to stay out of the affairs of mankind.  We were put here to grow and grow we will.  We might kick and scream all the way through this life, but grow we will!  Nobody ever said that life is easy.  God never said this and no person has ever said this.  This is exactly the reason that it matters not what form of government you live under, what conditions you live under, or what you believe regarding God.  Every person can succeed with what they have been given:  they can succeed in their own eyes and in God’s eyes

This is why faith in God shall not be addressed in this book.  Another reason God shall not be addressed in this book is the example of Abraham (please bear with this author for a few more sentences).  In the Bible, God told Moses everything He wanted Moses to know about Abraham.  God said nothing about Abraham’s faith in God, Abraham’s religious practices, Abraham’s knowledge of scripture (there was no scripture in Abraham’s day!), or Abraham’s beliefs in God.  But, and this is important, Abraham is the only person ever called the “Friend of God.”  Ask any religious person to explain this to you; ask them to explain the absence of God’s Word regarding Abraham’s past.  God could have said much regarding Abraham’s beliefs . . . but God did not (maybe, just maybe, Abraham had no beliefs:  wouldn’t that absolutely shock this world).  Ask any religious person about this.  After they are finished preaching their vanities to you (and making things up), ask them to show you the words in the Bible regarding why God chose Abraham!  They cannot because the words are not there.  Any person reading the first twenty, or so, pages of the Bible must realize that until God spoke His first words to Abraham, that Abraham showed absolutely zero religious tendencies.  Any person who adds to the words of the Bible is merely preaching their vanities.  This is why God will not be discussed regarding the simplicity of this life.

Know that this author does not understand everything about God:  this author fails as often in life as any other person you know.  But God has spent many years teaching this author about both God and life.  This author might just know more about God than any person in this world (because of these teachings), but this author will never understand everything about God.  So this author will use these teachings and common sense to tell you this:  God has no part in this world and God has no part in your life (your life in this world).  This author might just pay eternally for these words, but probably will not.  Just where does a ten-year old illiterate child dying in Bangladesh fit into God’s Plan?  This author cannot say, but this author knows that this ten-year old child will never be banned from God’s Kingdom just because this child never read the Qur’an, the Torah, the Gospel, or because this child never knew God.  This author knows that any child is equal (in every regard) to any person reading or writing this book!  God has taught this author that much, God has taught this author to never deny another of their place in this world or their place in His Kingdom; and God has taught this author to always use common sense and know that God will never forsake one individual in this world regarding their place in life (and in God’s Kingdom).

My friend, know also that this author has no more common sense than you have:  any of this author’s friends will tell you this for they see this author’s failings every day.  Be mindful of the common sense that you have, the caring you find in your heart, and the faith you have in yourself.  These are what you have been given in this life and these are all you need to do well:  your common sense tells you this much.

If you can see now why faith in God will not be discussed in this book, then you are doing very well regarding the simplicity of this life and how small the trees in your forest truly are.  God will never be one of these trees that get in the way of your life:  He would never do this to you.

OUR ADVERSARIES

Now is the time to consider the adversaries we have in this life.  Removing God from this list of adversaries was an enormous obstacle to many, or most.  By doing this, one can see that all other obstacles can easily be dealt with.  God has always been a mystery to mankind.  Seeing this mystery for what it is (merely God’s intention to stay out of our lives and to let us live our lives) can help us see other “more concrete” adversaries for what they truly are.  If God has become a major vanity to certain religious people, how truly simple should your vanities of this world be to you?

Oh, you have your vanities in this world, my friend:  know that.  If you will allow this author to become your parent (teacher) for a few more hours, you will learn enough to become your own teacher before this book is finished.  Some of what you read here will hurt your feelings deeply.  Having our feelings hurt can be very good:  indeed much of what we have learned in life has come by way of our feelings being hurt:  funny how we always survive our feelings being hurt.

This section of the book is going to be a huge tree for this author.  For how can one preach or teach about that which one is guilty of himself?  Life throws its best and its worst at all of us.  All any of us can do is to accept life and then deal with it.  This section of the book is not presented by a college professor who claims to have all of the answers:  rather consider it as coming from your own heart and from your own failings in life because this author makes the same mistakes you do:  every day.

Now, prepare yourself for the dark side of life:  your failings, others’ failings, and the vanities we each face in life every day.  Read this section slowly, pausing from time-to-time to consider how any of this applies to your life.  Prepare yourself for the brutal honesty regarding your failings and know that everything after this section will only help you with what you have learned about yourself.  Remember that anything you learn here is but one tree and all you have to do is to step around this tree.  This step will, indeed, require a decision on your part and a conscious effort on your part to make changes, but change has always been a good thing when we have thought about it and made it happen according to our designs.

GREED

Greed fills a void in our lives.  Regarding anything lacking in our lives, greed is our way of filling that void.  Consider a child:  children only seek happiness and joy “for the moment.”  When one child sees another finding happiness or joy with a toy, a fight over that toy begins.  This is the only reason children fight over a toy.  This is normal so let a child decide how much effort is worth obtaining this perceived joy.  Then learn from this childish lesson as your child does:  it is all in the effort you are willing to put forth and it is all in what you will truly gain in the end.  You can never teach your four-year old child this lesson so allow your four-year old child their four-year old decision.  Every child will learn from these decisions so never teach these decisions to your four-year old child:  to do so will only rob them of the lessons we all learned in life.  Are you, as a grown-up, any different?  No, you are not:  only the lessons themselves change after childhood; nothing else changes.

So what is a grown-up to do with the voids in their life?  Fill them, of course, as mankind always has, but fill them through your labor and honest efforts.  Never fill your voids by taking from another or by hurting another:  your common sense tells you this much.  There are many who will help you fill your voids today and allow you to pay later.  This author cannot tell you how to use your credit in this world, but never use it to the point where you are required to sacrifice the necessary day-to-day requirements of your family’s future or of your own future.  When you are injuring another, or your family’s future, or your own future then you are showing your greed.  There is nothing wrong with lowering your standards regarding the vanities of this world.  Any void in life that is filled by greed will only give a momentary and fleeting joy.  This is not the joy you should seek in this life.

What voids do you have in this life?  Are you just left from living with your parents and seeking a taste of grown-up life?  Then fill these voids for a little while and see (later) how they are nothing more than toys that children fight over.  Make your mistakes and learn from them as you always have, but do learn from them.  You will find others who spend their entire lives chasing greed, drugs, alcohol, and sex.  It would seem that these people are always trying to prove something to themselves and this world, but the truth, quite simply, is that they never filled this void found in their life so long ago.  This is why they have not failed . . . yet.  We all learn at different parts of our life:  remember this.  We all have voids in our life; each and every one of us.  This is normal and it is a part of life.  If something does not fill a void then move on and find something else that will.  It is never a person’s fault for not filling a void:  a person’s failure is in not paying attention to their voids nor identifying these voids for what they truly are.  Know what a void is:  a void is something you need in life and there is more than one way to fill it!  Those who pursue only one avenue toward filling a void will always fail:  if not this void, then later in another.  We always have options in life:  those who cannot see these other options will have difficulty filling voids as these voids change throughout their lifetime.  Remember, there is more than one way to fill a void:  always.

Love is a void; love is an enormous void in life.  Anyone can truly see that the world today is having great difficulty filling this void.  This author cannot speak for love in the past because this author was not there.  Not having been in the past, this author can use common sense and just look at the divorce rate in this world to see that something has changed; something has changed in the last hundred (or so) years to cause great difficulty in people filling this void of love.  Some will claim that in the past, divorce was not socially accepted and was “unofficially” punished in society.  Maybe they are right because this author does not know and this author was not there.  But this author does know that divorce has been around since the days of ancient times and in ancient times (at least), divorce was not a social taboo.  Some will claim that the world has changed regarding women.  In the past, it was more difficult for a woman to live alone than it was to live married.  Maybe they are right because this author does not know and this author was not there.  But this author does know that this claim would have no great effect regarding the number of men seeking divorce.

Rest assured that something has changed in this world that makes our filling of this “love void” difficult.  This topic is beyond the scope of this book regarding the simplicity of this life and this topic is beyond this author’s ability to discuss because this author is not an expert on our past (because this author quite simply was not there and neither was anyone else living today).  But this author is an expert on “you.”  The past is gone so look toward your future.  Think today about what will help you tomorrow and do this wisely.

You, this author, and every other person in this world has a void to somehow fill in their life regarding love:  read that word again: “somehow.”  The choice is yours:  the decision is yours.  The avenue (or more wisely, the avenues) chosen are yours.  Will you make mistakes?  Yes.  Will you fail?  Well, were you a failure as a baby?  Were you a failure as an adolescent?  Were you a failure as a young adult?  The answer to these is an emphatic no!  But something has changed . . . what has changed?  You no longer have anyone helping you as you did when you were young.  Think about this:  this is all that really has changed (in your life) so accept this and start deciding your own future.  It really is that simple, but you have to do something to make this happen.  You cannot just let it happen or wait for it to happen.

You must think about your future (without greed) and when you finally do something to fill that void, you must change your thinking (your decisions) to include that somebody you just found to fill your void and you must do this too without greed.  Any time your decisions do not reflect upon the care you have for your spouse and/or family, then something has changed.  Are you getting the gist of this conversation regarding any time this author uses the phrase “something has changed?”  This author cannot tell you what has changed:  only you can decide for yourself what has changed because this is your life!

Now, rest assured that whatever has changed absolutely came from your greed in life and your attempts to fill that void.  Do not allow yourself to fall into the trap of making excuses that so many others make.  This author could care less about your excuses as so should you care less about your excuses.  “My husband or wife just stopped caring.”  “My husband or wife spent too much time doing this or that so we grew apart.”  These are but a few pathetic examples for the failure of marriage.  Then, there is the grand-daddy of all excuses:  “My husband or wife cheated on me.”  Every excuse ever made regarding divorce comes down to “something has changed and it’s not my fault.”  All of these “events” occurred long after decisions were made regarding the future of this marriage.  These people either ignored their changes or failed to identify their changes when these changes were fresh, or had just happened.  Know that they thought about it, but did not do anything about it.  In either case, these people failed to make a decision regarding those events which they clearly saw happening.  Even a child is comfortable making decisions regarding events they do not approve of:  it may be a childish decision, but they will do something about what they observe in this life.

My friend, an excuse is many things in this life.  An excuse is not simple because an excuse hides many, many truths.  Because of this, an excuse is never a good thing.  Know that every excuse you ever made became a tree that you planted in front of yourself and then blocked your view of the beautiful forest.  Here are just some of the things excuses are.  An excuse is our way of hiding our failure.  Young children are incapable of this.  One example:  “My husband or wife cheated on me.”  This excuse shows that this problem was never addressed before it actually happened or while it was actually happening (early on, when the signs of trouble should have been detected and dealt with).  An excuse is our way of hiding the real truth.  One example:  “I was fired because my boss hated me.”  The truth more likely is that this person was constantly late and did less work than those around them (when this person should have noticed these differences early-on and realized that they did not care about their job).  An excuse is our way of quieting our conscience which is now screaming at us, an excuse is our way of ignoring life, and an excuse is our way of never having to try harder.

An excuse is the opposite of an answer.  Even a child can come up with an answer: it may be a childish answer, but they will give it to you!  Regarding adults, anytime a person’s answer is along the lines of, “I should have known better, I should have seen it coming, I didn’t think about that, or just plain, I made a mistake,” then this is a person who did not let greed or selfishness get in their way.  This is a person who made a mistake, saw their mistake, and most assuredly, will learn from their mistake.  This is a person who can face the truth and remember what they have learned.  Finally, this is a person who knows they should never stop learning from their mistakes.  A person’s excuses will show you much about them, but a person’s answers will show you so much more; including what is in their heart and where they believe their future lies.  Enough cannot be said regarding a person who is able to face their decisions, face their mistakes, and then speak the truth regarding both.  The details matter not because in the end, the truth is that their details are only spelled differently than your own:  nothing more . . . NOTHING MORE.

WHAT WE ARE TAUGHT

The values we are taught in our life can become our greatest adversary in life.  This is because we normally accept teachings only from people we trust regarding this or that.  One classic example is Sunday morning television.  We all, at one time or another, have turned on our television and heard journalists giving their expert opinions regarding this or that.  A journalist is someone who has been trained to go out into this world and seek the words of others or to report upon what they see.  A journalist is an information gatherer and nothing more, but because we become accustomed to seeing them on television, they believe we should trust them:  so they gather every Sunday morning on television and try to teach the world something as if they know anything.  (Learn this lesson regarding your vulnerabilities also).  A journalist never had to decide to run for office and allow another, holding opposing views, to scream in their face, that which they held dear to their heart.  A journalist, most likely, never held a rifle and was then ordered, by another, to charge into what could be certain death on a land that is not even their own.  (There is a big difference between following a soldier into battle while taking notes and being the soldier who has to make the battle happen according to his/her designs).  A journalist never had to take everything they had and then sink it into a business venture, risking everything.  A journalist never had to put a pen-to-paper and cause their own retired parents’ income to go down in order to secure the future of many lives due to terrorism.  A journalist never had to take “X” amount of money and divide it up toward the good of “all.”

These were but a few silly examples.  A journalist has never had to expose their entire life to this world, never had to charge into certain death because their nation and our future demanded it, never had to spend money to make money, or never had to make a single decision that hurt some for the benefit of others:  but there we sit on Sunday mornings listening to them judge others as if they know anything.  None of this is the journalist’s fault, rather it is our fault for not guarding what ideas, truths, and decisions enter our mind.  We turn our televisions on because we have nothing better to do:  this is our decision and our mistake.  Let them preach their vanities all they want; just guard yourself from them as you would a rapist (or thief) on the street:  there is no difference in the dangers surrounding you.  Journalists rape us with their conclusions and rob us of our ability to decide for ourselves.  When someone speaks to you regarding anything, always consider who it is that speaks to you!  This was but one easy example:  so what about those people we truly hold dear in our lives?

We are taught much in our lives.  Our most impressionable years were spent listening to those in whom we had no choice to be with:  our family.  Fortunately, for most, our family normally looks after our best interests, but that does not make our family always right.  Our family (the family we grew up with) is our best source for preservation:  physical preservation.  Our family will help keep us breathing, eating, and living.  But, and this is important, our family will not always have our best interests at-heart regarding our values.  Families, by nature, assume the role of “us against the world.”  Cherish this because it is truly valuable, but remember that your family might not be right concerning the role others (black, white, oriental, rich or poor) might play in your life.  Your family might not be right concerning the taking of medicine, or other supplements every time your body does not behave perfectly.  The human body is a complex system.  There will be small variances along the way (hiccups or bumps-in-the-road, some might say), but your body has been programmed to fix most of these.  Yes, family will keep you eating, drinking, and breathing in your life, but only you can decide what you will truly care about in this life.  Family is good, but keep family in its place.

Concerning what others teach you in your life, your family will only play a small part:  this is the nature of this world because you did not choose the family you grew-up with.  You will, however, choose those you allow into your life though.  You will, by way of showing your love toward these others, adopt many of their ways and values.  This is normal affection so do not be afraid to do this, but guard your life well.  Others’ cares are not always your cares.  So many of us adopt others’ greeds in life, so many of us adopt others’ prejudices in life, and so many of us adopt others’ vices in life.  We all have our vices in life and this is acceptable.  Just know them for what they are (vanities) and never follow another in their poor decisions.  Following is easy; deciding takes work.  Make your own decisions, know when you are following, and always keep the influences of others in their proper place.  Others are not you:  others have their voids and you have your voids; know this!  Accept the good from others (all others) and walk away from the bad.  Make your life happen upon your terms.  There is so much good to be gotten from others in your life as long as you remember to protect yourself (and your family).

My friend, the world will always try to get you to follow.  This includes religious people, politicians, journalists, family, friends, and yes, even this author.  Decide for yourself what is right in this life for you.  Keep every person you encounter in their proper place and remember the commitment you made (perhaps long ago) to the family you created.  Remember;  you once decided your future regarding the family you created.  This was a decision to lead, rather than to follow.  Leading is good because it shows your common sense; following is bad because it shows the surrendering of your values to another’s judgments.  Leading will get you where you want to go in life.

GIVING AS AN ADVERSARY

Giving is the opposite of greed.  Giving can hurt you and giving can help you.  Because of this, this book has reached the point to where a balance must be struck in your life.  Decisions in life are simple, growing-up in life is natural, and faith (in others) is just common sense.  While greed is mostly a bad thing because of how we use it, know that greed is necessary and we all decide to what extent it will control us.  We must live with some amount of greed in our lives and we also must decide how much giving we are to live with in our lives.  This author will never tell you how to do either, but this author will make you think about these.

To balance something means to decide how important it will be to you.  We all have to eat each day:  is this a greed?  We all need a roof over our head every night:  is this a greed?  Of course these are greeds.  Greed is a degree, but giving is an attitude.  More than this, giving is a faith because it comes from what we care about in this world.  Our cares too in this world must be balanced just as our greed is balanced.  Honestly, who would not steal from their best friend if it meant keeping their child alive in this world?  If you sided with your best friend in this world then you did not grasp the magnitude of this question.  Degrees my friend; degrees.

Everything in this world comes down to the degree of its importance:  understand this, believe this, and then consider this in your life.  We all have balances in this life:  greed is one balance and giving is another.  None of this is complicated; rather it is the simple truth of this world so deal with this truth and manage it, instead of ignoring it.  Greed comes from our voids in life, or our perceived voids.  Giving comes from our abundance in life, or our perceived abundance.  It is possible for a person, with nothing, to believe they can give to another from their abundance and it is possible for a person, with much, in this world to believe they have nothing to give to anyone.  Think about that.

Oh, how this author regrets his promise not to quote the Bible:  such as the statement made regarding how hardly a rich person shall enter into the Kingdom of Heaven.  Being “rich” is never attained; it is only a journey!  Very few people will ever claim to be rich, but many will undertake the journey.  Being rich is a state-of-mind, being rich is a pursuit in this life, and finally, being rich is a perception in this world.  All of these can be said for being poor also.  Likewise, giving is only one’s perception in this world.  A poor person truly can give as much as a rich person in this world for giving is merely one’s way of striking a balance in this life.  Common sense tell you this much:  you might not like what your common sense is telling you right now, but it is not lying to you.  Your common sense will never lie to you!

This book is being read, right now, by people covering the entire socio-economic scale of life:  each reader thinking of how to strike some sort of balance in their life.  While it would be easy to preach vanities to the rich, no such words shall be found here.  Rather, consider your time, consider your body, and consider your life.  Is your time so valuable that you cannot afford to spend a few evenings or weekends doing something for someone else?  Is your body so fragile that it cannot raise an arm to strike a hammer against a nail while helping a victimized family rebuild its house?  Is your life so precious that you cannot give just a little piece of it to some child (who has no life) or to some elderly shut-in (who has no life)?  Yes, this includes neighbors within walking distance of you . . . and yes, it includes total strangers.  No matter your condition (rich or poor), you have your time, your body, and your life.  If you are anything like this author, you are not using these anyway . . . so give from these in order to find a balance in your life.

If nothing else, keep what you have earned in this life by way of your labor, but give from what you “have been given” (your time, your body, and your life) for you had no part of these before you were here.  My friend, greed fills voids in our life; know this to be true.  Giving is an attitude in life, but know that giving can fill the same voids in life that your greed fills.  The truth is that neither can suffice alone:  a balance must be struck!  If you are only using greed in your life, you will fail.  If you are only using giving in your life, you will fail.  Never be afraid of either:  embrace greed, embrace giving, and know both for what they can do for you.  Never let either overwhelm you, but also never abandon EITHER OF THESE or you will fail.  Given the condition of today’s world, put your efforts more into giving because our greeds of today will always take care of themselves.

You might have noticed that very few details were given here regarding greed and giving.  To do so would only be this author preaching his vanities to you.  No, you must fill in the details for yourself.  This author has complete faith  in each reader being able to fill-in the details of their own life regarding this balance.  This author has complete faith in every person knowing right-from-wrong, being able to use their common sense, and knowing the truth of their own life.  Returning to the example of what we are taught in this world, this author would never presume to accept the role of some journalist making all of your decisions for you.  Your decisions should be the excitement of your life and no other person’s (this author included).

MISTAKES

This book opened with the word “decisions.”  For what word could better describe the life we live in this world?  The word “decisions” can only be accompanied by “mistakes” because these two words, wholly, are our course in life.  We were put here to make decisions and we were put here to make mistakes.  Your dictionary will not tell you this, but the term “growing-up” means to make decisions, examine your mistakes, and then learn from both:  your dictionary will not tell you this, but your common sense will.  Read the following sentence carefully.  Never be afraid to make decisions (this is easy), never be afraid to make mistakes (a bit trickier, but still easy), and never be afraid of learning from both (the sole reason for this book regarding the simplicity of this life).
If you ever, but ever consider your own decisions or mistakes to be a tree blocking your view of the forest, then you are missing the point of this book entirely.  Embrace your decisions and enjoy your mistakes because you are absolutely required to make both.  Know that you will never be judged by the decisions you make in life and you will never be judged by the mistakes you make in life:  you will be judged by what you learn from both and also what you do afterward.  This is the failure of religion in this world for it shows their lack of patience and their lack of tolerance in others.  Also, this is the failure of people in today’s world for it shows the same.

So many in this world will judge others by their decisions and their mistakes:  so many people live for the now and cannot see the lessons others learn.  Only the patient will wait to see what others do after their mistakes.  Only the patient understand that others’ actions will quickly show to the world what they have learned.  Funny, how the patient people of this world see results quickly and the impatient see nothing, even in the long run.  Regarding patience in yourself, this must come first in your life.  If you are to ever understand the mistakes of others, you must first understand your own mistakes.  Mistakes are the natural result of making decisions.  Do you believe that you will ever be so perfect as to not make mistakes?  Of course not:  your common sense tells you this.  Can you learn from your mistakes?  Of course you can:  you have been doing this since you were a baby.

Now, comparing your mistakes to the mistakes of others is the worst thing you can do:  only the details change; the mistakes are identical otherwise.  Comparing the lessons learned is the best thing you can do in this life because it forces you to look beyond the act and this is patience.  The moment you decide to wait and see what another person does about their mistakes is the moment you decide that there may just be a flicker of hope in this world regarding your own failures.  Once you reach this point, remember the following paragraph for this is what will help you keep life simple.

Patience is a silly word really; it means so much and it means so little because we cannot measure patience.  Just like the word “faith,” you will never be able to decide how much patience you should have in others.  With faith, you can decide how much you “care” about others.  Likewise, with patience, you can decide how much you “tolerate” others.  Tolerating is easy for us to understand.  There are some people and some acts in this world that absolutely cannot be tolerated even once.  This is easy for us because our common sense understands tolerance (and caring).  Regarding someone who kills another or injures a child, common sense tells us to not tolerate even one instance of this.  But with others’ mistakes (that we ourselves make), we are required to show them the same tolerance that we, in the past, have allowed ourselves by way of our own mistakes.  If you can tolerate your own mistakes long enough to allow changes, then you can tolerate others’ mistakes long enough to allow them to make changes.  This is patience, this is common sense, and this is simplicity.

Your common sense also understands patterns (or repeated mistakes).  When a person continues to make the same mistakes over and over again, this person is telling you (and the world) much.  If you, yourself, continue to make the same mistakes over and over again, then you are telling the world a lot about yourself; more importantly, you need to think about why you do this and why you are not learning from your mistakes.  Your answers lie somewhere within this book you now hold.

My friend, mistakes are just trees; and trees belong in the forest!  If you try to cut down this tree, you will spend your entire life doing so.  Your mistakes are but a tree:  just step back from it or go around it.  The mistakes others make are trees also; especially if these mistakes act against you.  In this case, they are big trees, ugly trees, sick trees, and dangerous trees.  No matter how much you want to, do not cut these particular trees down because the effort will consume your life.  Step back, step around, but in either case, go on with your life and allow others their mistakes.

VANITY

This section of the book is about the adversaries we have in this life.  If you have not discovered by now, adversaries are something we must live with in this world:  there is no getting rid of adversaries.  Yes, you can get rid of “instances,” but you must learn how to live with these adversaries rather than eliminating them.  While vanity is the last adversary described here, it is also your most deadly adversary for it comes not at you in this world; rather it is found within you and is made by you.  Remember, vanity means “nothing.”  More precisely, vanity is those things we place great value upon which actually have no value; and you do this to yourself.

We all use our vanities to justify our failures regarding our adversaries:  greed, what we believe (what we have been taught), and our mistakes.  Greed fills voids in our life.  Our vanity justifies our filling of those voids.  “I need to be rich.”  “I’m worthy of that promotion.”  “I’m good enough to own that car.”  “I will have that house even if I can’t afford it.”  These are just silly examples, but using these silly examples, consider your options . . . read that again . . . YOUR OPTIONS.  You need to be happy.  Rich does not equal happy; ask any rich person.  You need to feel good about yourself and your abilities.  That promotion only fills a momentary portion of your self worth; there are huge pieces of yourself that require more attention than what will occupy your workday tomorrow.  That car you are good enough to own goes down in value the moment you take ownership of it.  Do not let your life go down in value through your possessions of this world.  There are so many other things you can do in this world to make the value of your life go up; listen to your common sense here.  Finally, that house:  what is that house going to do for you, other than to cause you grief?

Fit your house into your life as you have so designed your life.  Read these words again because that house is your life!  Fit your vanities into the life you now have, placing your happiness first, others you care about second, and the four walls around you last.  For when you place that house (which you cannot afford) first, then you have lost your happiness thereby losing your family and friends which you can no longer care about and care for.  Be patient for you will one day own a better house and you will indeed be happy in it because you have kept your happiness and retained your loved ones.  It will happen if your efforts in this world cause it to happen . . . someday.

Vanity is now and now is important to us:  or so we think (to fill our voids) regarding what others teach us (they teach us their vanities), or so we think in order to hide the possibilities of having to deal with our mistakes today.  Your vanity is entirely within you and you have no other person to blame for it.  Remember, every person has voids in their life (including this author).  If you fill a void with nothing (your vanity), then you have not satisfied that void, have you?  Any time you fill your void with a vanity, you have lessened the value of your life whether it be monetarily or by the esteem others place in you because you will absolutely have to fill that void again.  Some people never learn this lesson of vanity:  they continue in their lives by increasing their possessions and in the exact same amount, their debt.  Or they continue in their lies to others; never actually increasing the esteem others place in them.

In the worst-case scenario, a person does indeed obtain wealth and the esteem of others and then use their vanities to ignore the other voids they find in their lives.  Wealth and esteem are but silly examples of vanity used here.  These examples were used because they are so prevalent in today’s society.  There is nothing wrong with being wealthy and there is nothing wrong with esteem as long as you do not hide behind these in today’s world.  Because these were two silly examples this author used to draw you into this “vanity trap,” they will have no part in the springing of this trap.  Remember, there is nothing wrong with being wealthy or with the esteem of others.

So here you are, sitting in this world and this author knows nothing of your circumstances:  if any of this hurts you then know that it is your fault.  You have been given three things in this world that you had nothing to do with regarding their being obtained:  your time, your body, and your ability to care (your life).  We all (this author included) use our vanity to deny this truth, but it is still the truth.  You have someone within walking distance of your home who has suffered a tragedy.  (If you are not aware of this then ask yourself “why” you are not aware of it).  Maybe they lost their job, a loved one, or their health.  If you have time to watch television or to read this book then you have time to just go and be with these people.  Do not worry about what to say:  follow their lead because they will indeed know what to say.  Bring a meal, or just a snack, and spend some time with them.  If you cannot afford this then bring them “your” next meal or “your” next snack:  you will not die.  If nothing else happens, they will have had an evening where their problems were not the only thing on their mind.  But this will not happen; know this now.  Something else will happen.  Maybe they will see that there is a life beyond their problems.  Maybe they will see that there are good and decent people in this world who care about something.  Maybe they will see that others can discuss options in their life openly and then decide that something can be done to improve their circumstances.  Something will happen . . . know this.

What does any of this have to do with vanity?  Everything . . . twice everything.  You will be filling a void in your life and you will not be using greed, things others have taught you, or holding someone’s mistakes against them (their own or what they allowed to happen).  You will be filling a void in your own life using that which you find in your heart; and nothing else.  They will learn that there are other valuable things (you) in this world besides their vanities (problems they think are important).  Everything in this life comes down to decisions.  People lose their jobs, people lose loved ones, and people lose their health.  Deal with this and allow others to deal with this.  All of this is a part of life and has been happening for thousands of years.  You have no control over life, but you do have control over your time, body, and your ability to care about others.  Let these others deal with what life throws at them (as so must you do someday), but give your time, your body, and your mind toward helping people deal with what life throws at them.  One silly, but viable example of how to help others who are in need follows.  

Cities have time, but cities do not have money.  Churches have both.  Television stations have both and also the desire (an FCC mandated desire) to help others who are in need.  Call one of these three and ask them to help you devise a way for the entire community to identify those in need.  Offer a specified amount of your time each week to list these others in need and to prioritize these needs.  “Single mother-of-three needs oven installed: has oven, needs help.”  “Elderly couple needs house painted:  two hundred dollars budget.”  “Crippled police officer needs trees pruned due to city citation.”  “Ex-prison inmate needs old furniture to make fresh start.”  (You might be surprised at how many caring people will help and what this ex-inmate discovers:  he might discover that in your town, ex- means ex-).

People really do want to help others, but have never been taught how to go about helping others.  It is our journey that creates life and happiness, not the end-result.  Does the end result matter?  Absolutely not!  That single mother-of-three might be a drug addict.  That police officer might just die from his or her injuries.  That ex-inmate might try as hard as they can, but still end up back in prison.  But, and this is important, every person who gives will improve their life substantially.  If just half of those receiving manage to improve their lives, then three-quarters of all involved have succeeded and will be happy because of theirs’ or others’ efforts.  This would be a community that stands head-and-shoulders above the rest.

No government was put in place to help individuals.  This is not the purpose of government (to release us of our obligation to care about and then help others).  Many people believe that this is exactly what government is supposed to do.  Government is supposed to build highways, protect the rights, freedoms, and way-of-life of its people, and to look after the national, state, or local interests of its people.  Just because once, a long time ago, there truly was a national disaster called The Depression and a government decided that something must be done regarding the preservation of our way-of-life, people have slowly (or quickly, to tell the truth) come to believe that government is here to perpetually see to it that we all have food in our mouths.  FDR absolutely did the right thing in determining that his nation was in the midst of a disaster that threatened the American way-of-life.  FDR absolutely had no intention of making his temporary acts a permanent fixture upon the American landscape or a permanent part of the American way-of-life.  Ask any historian if any government was every put in place to make this happen.  Examine any religion to see if God has ever commanded His people to do this and ask any politician (anywhere in the world) if their government is capable of doing this.  Now, ask your common sense if this truly will ever happen upon this earth.

This silly example given here just might not be so silly.  Nothing was required in this example but peoples’ time, their bodies, and their ability to care.  We all have different abilities in this world.  Some people know how to pursue cities, churches, utility companies, or television stations in order to get the information out to all.  Some people know how to do tasks around the house that others are incapable of doing.  Most people have the ability to move a paint brush or to strike a hammer.  We all have the ability to care about others if we so choose to do.  Nearly all people want to care; they just do not know how to do it productively.

My dear, dear friend, there is a reason this example was put in this section regarding “vanity.”  There are many parts of this book that talk about giving and caring, but our deadliest adversary in this world is our vanity and you have just learned the best way to defeat (or at least live with) your vanity.  A vain person cannot give and a vain person cannot care about others.  Ask your common sense if this is true.  This author knows nothing about you or your past, but this author can readily tell you of your future, should you decide to take control of your future.  If any of this has hurt your feelings, then this is good.  We all should have our feelings hurt from time-to-time.  Anytime we have our feelings hurt, it shows that we do indeed have the ability to care about something.  Now, what are you going to care about?

TRUTH

This book only desires to teach people regarding the simplicity of this life.  We all have been taught by others that life is complicated:  supposedly, some people succeed because they are better able to negotiate the perils of this life and some fail because they are unable to negotiate these perils.  Well, we have all been taught wrong.  Mankind has never understood this life we live and has forever “invented” values and then reasons for success or failure.  If you can remember anything from this book, remember that this life only comes down to the simple decisions we make, the mistakes of our decisions, and how we then make changes to keep these mistakes from happening again.  Decisions are not complicated, but we have been taught that they are.  Mistakes are not complicated, but we have been taught that they are.

There is a simple reason for everything that happens in life, no matter how complicated it seems.  An Air Force pilot survives a war because he put all of his efforts into learning while he was training and then all of his efforts into each task-at-hand during the war.  Ask any pilot why they survived.  A police officer remains safe because they did exactly as the Air Force pilot did.  Ask any police officer if this is true.  Likewise, a business person obtains wealth because they put all of their efforts into learning their business well and then put all of their efforts into the details of each task-at-hand along the way.  A greedy business person obtains much wealth because they pay attention to the weaknesses of others and decide to put all of their efforts into using others’ lack-of-efforts to the end where others are hurt because of their lack-of-effort.  None of this is wrong . . . this is life!  Just know that there is a simple reason for everything that happens, regardless of how complicated things seem.  How can none of this be wrong?  Because it is the simple truth of life that every person shall reap the results of their decisions:  this is the simplicity of life.  Do not worry about the decisions others make unless they affect your time, your body, or your cares about others (your family, loved ones, and neighbors).

If you can remember just one more thing from this book after “decisions” and “mistakes,” let it be the “truth.”  Decisions might seem complicated, but they are not:  decisions are merely that which others (and you) pursue in life.  Mistakes might seem complicated, but they are not:  mistakes are merely the results of our decisions that did not help us reach that which we pursue in life.  Learning from our mistakes is never complicated; it is completely natural.  Any person who cannot learn from their mistakes has no right to continue in life:  their mistakes will always catch up with them and will indeed be the simple reasons for their failure and/or death.

Now “truth” can also seem complicated in life, but this is our fault and no other person’s.  The examples of the Air Force pilot, police officer, and business persons were merely examples of the simple truth regarding our decisions in life.  The same examples could be made of criminals, drug addicts, alcoholics, unemployed persons, and somehow-abused people in life.  We all reap the results of our decisions.  This might seem painful, but it is quite simply the truth.  That same successful business person might go home each day and abuse their spouse, their child, or drugs:  and a miserable life will certainly be the result.  The truth is always as simple as the decisions we make daily.

At the other end of this spectrum is the victim.  An abused spouse has decisions to make regarding their life.  These decisions may seem complicated, but they are not.  Every person shall reap the results of their decisions made in life.  The truth of life is this simple.  Truth can be cruel, but truth is always simple.  Yes, children are different because children have not yet learned the full extent of the importance of their decisions and of their mistakes.  But this is the fault of these children’s society; not the fault of the children.  (Children should never be put in a situation where they must make grown-up decisions).  Before you consider this author to be a heartless individual, consider one final and silly example:

This author knows of an eighty-year old man who was raised in a certain church.  Around 1935, a leader of this church tried to abuse this man while yet a young boy.  This young boy did not fully understand what was happening, but knew the simple truth.  This young boy made a decision that he would never allow this church to play a large part in his life.  His family required him to keep going to this church and later in life, his wife and family continued to pressure him to remain in this church.  But seeing the truth for how simple it is, knowing his decisions for how simple they were, and learning quickly from his own (and others’) mistakes, this man remained in this church for his entire life while keeping the involvement of this church (in his family’s life) to a minimum.  Later in life, when the problems of this church began to surface publicly, this old man saw clearly that this church has, for certain, been this way for the past seventy-years, and in all likelihood, has been this way for the past two-thousand years.  This old man immediately saw the amazing results of his simple decision made while he was a boy.  This man and his wife had raised a large and righteous family while living in the midst of this church and its evil ways.  This man never told his family about their carefully metered involvement in this church, even as they went to church every Sunday without fail.  My father told me this story and of his decision, made as a boy, after his eightieth birthday.  My father raised his eight children to look at life exactly as he did while he was a child.

Victims do have decisions to make in life.  Understand this:  when decisions “seem” to be complicated, they are; and when decisions “seem” to be simple, they are.  Only your adversaries will stand in your way and “seem” to complicate matters.  Again, your adversaries include greed, what we are taught, mistakes, and vanities.  Your common sense will never ever stand in your way!  This truth is indeed cruel, but life can be cruel:  it is this way for every person.  There is always a reason for everything that happens in this life.  Any time your decisions seem complicated, there is a reason for this:  something is standing in the way of your common sense (your knowledge of what is right-and-wrong).  Think about what is standing in your way.  When you find it, you will have identified your adversary.

Sometimes, it takes a while for us to see the truth.  This is acceptable; this is normal.  The only reason we make mistakes is because we did not see the truth.  Only after we see the truth do we realize our mistake.  This is why the God, of every religion, will never punish you for the decisions you make or the mistakes you make.  God only cares about what you do AFTER you learn the truth of your decisions and the truth of your mistakes.  Now, learn just a bit about the truth of God (in the next section) and learn a lot about the truth of this life.  Decisions, mistakes, and the truth are what will keep your life simple.

WHAT WE DO NOT UNDERSTAND

For a moment, forget the Bible because the Bible is known only to a fraction of the people who ever lived upon this earth.  Return to the timeline of mankind for a moment.  As discussed earlier, something happened about six-thousand years ago that warranted God’s introducing “eternal life” to mankind.  In doing so, God wrote His laws into the hearts of all people and we were no longer beasts upon this earth.  After this, God did little (worthy of mention) for about two-thousand years.  Then about four-thousand years ago, something happened that warranted God’s intervention in the affairs of mankind.  God spent the following two-thousand years “introducing Himself” to us in a major way.  Then, about two-thousand years ago, at the time of Christ’s death, nearly all activity (by God) ceased in this world.  It would seem as though God gave us one-third of our time to live this life with the laws we found in our heart, one-third of our time to be introduced to God, and one-third of our time to live with the ways of God embedded in our culture.

Now, remember to forget about your Bible here because you are going to learn just a bit of God’s truth and wisdom here.  My friend, study somewhat concerning the timeline of other religions and you will find that the activities of God, all through this world started about four-thousand years ago.  You will also find that nearly all activities of God in this world ceased about two-thousand years ago.  You will find this timeline all over this world!  This author could assert firmly that any faith claiming the activity of God outside of this timeline is wrong and false.

The Muslim faith could be considered one possible exception in that the entire faith was written by one person who was instructed by the angel, Gabriel, sometime in the 6th Century AD.  But, this angel only instructed this person about the relationship between God and mankind during the middle third of mankind’s existence!  The Muslim faith truly does claim its heritage (and teachings) to Abraham, just as the Christians and Jews do.  The truth of the matter is, that the Muslim faith is NOT an exception to the timeline of God.

Why is it that the religion of Christians, Jews, Muslims, Shinto, Hindu, Buddhists, and all others are considered “ancient history?”  We live in an amazing time of this world and have seen things that no others (in history) have, but we have not seen the works of God (as so many others have).  For this reason, it is entirely acceptable for you to ask, “Where is this God I hear so many people talk about?”  God will never judge you poorly because deep down in your heart, you honestly think, “I hear all these things about God and how good He is, but where was He when this happened, or why did He let that happen?”

How does this author know that God will never judge you poorly for having these thoughts?  Because this author’s common sense allows him to see the truth of God’s timeline in this world.  These past two-thousand years clearly demonstrate (throughout the entire world) that this is not a time for God’s intervention in this world.  Because of this, God will not hold you accountable for these thoughts (because you are right to think them!).  God simply wants you to know that this life is yours!  (And God has accomplished this.)  You are absolutely no different than those people who lived during the first two-thousand years of mankind’s existence:  God is not a part of this world we now live in and this has always been by His design.

Some of the older, more mature religions of this world will tell you that, “God is here, in His own way, and you need not concern yourself with His Plan; you can draw upon His strength any time you choose to do so.”  These people who tell you this are right.  Some of the younger, more immature religions will tell you that, “God is here, right now and you need to join Him now or suffer the consequences:  if you aren’t living the life we prescribe, then you might as well give up right now because you have no part in His Plan.”  “Oh, and while you are at it . . . go ahead and send us some money:  it may just help you.”  With apologies for the harshness of these words, consider the truth found in these words.  Ask any person outside of your faith if these words ring true and remember that common sense always prevails over religious beliefs.  The younger religions do indeed possess the details of God’s truth, but the older religions possess the wisdom of God’s truth.  Which is better?  This author cannot say.  The young are so foolish, yet so full of excitement and enthusiasm for that which they possess.  The old are so wise, yet forgot the details of their very youth.  Are we talking about people or religion here?  Think about that.

My friend, here is the truth of the past six-thousand years.  God rarely intervened in the first two-thousand years of mankind’s existence.  Any leader of any faith will tell you this much.  If any religion tells you that those who lived during the first third of mankind’s existence will have no part in God’s Kingdom, then this tells you quite a bit about their vanity and their knowledge of God’s Kingdom.  God has also rarely intervened in this most recent two-thousand years of mankind’s existence (your time here in this world).  Any leader of any faith will tell you this much.  If any religion tells you that you will have no part in God’s Kingdom because of what you “believe” then this tells you quite a bit about their vanity and their knowledge of God’s Kingdom.

Now, to most, the middle third of mankind’s existence truly is a mystery to mankind.  Obviously, when God was not doing this or that with the Hebrews (Jews and Christians), He was doing this or that with the Arabs, Hindu, Shinto, Buddhists, or native tribes of this world.  God was quite active during this middle third of mankind’s existence.  Never let any person tell you that what God did elsewhere in this world is wrong or has no part in your life:  for these people have no desire to understand the truth of God in this world; these people only seek to validate their own existence.  So then, what are you to do with this mystery of God’s work in this world?  Nothing . . . or everything:  it is your choice.  Read on, for you are about to learn the conclusion of your wisdom regarding the simplicity of this life.

TRUTH CAN NEVER HURT YOU

When you were young, you learned that, regarding your decisions, the truth can never hurt you.  Oh, it might hurt you for a little while, but in the long run, truth will never hurt you:  you have always known this.  After you grew, you found others who would hide the truth from you to save you from the “little while.”  Their intentions were noble and fine because people always live for the “little while.”  But deep down in your heart, you have always known that you are here for the long run.  Your loved ones know this, but still fail.  Do not blame them for their errant ways when they try to help you:  you are guilty of this too, if you care to notice this about yourself.  We all try to help those we love for a little while:  it is all we can deal with for now.  But this author does not know you, does he?  This author can only guess when he will hurt you for a little while.  Well, guesses count for nothing in this world so here is the truth that, in the long run, can never hurt you.

For two-thirds of mankind’s existence upon this world, God has had no part in our life (contrary to what others might tell you).  The first thing that you should accept (using common sense) is that there is indeed a God (somewhere), but that this God is not to be found in your world.  If you can get this far, then you have to believe that this God knows what He is doing and has a plan for you (and for this world).  Now, here is where others will intervene and start preaching their vanities to you.  Use the common sense you were born with and remember the first third of mankind’s existence (and what some will falsely tell you about this time of mankind).  You are no different than any other person who ever lived so never let anyone deny you of your existence in God’s Plan for this world.

If the truth can never hurt you, then do not be afraid of what your common sense tells you regarding your decisions and mistakes.  You do indeed have a life and a part in this world.  The decisions you make today do indeed have an influence upon your future.  Forget God, for now, because God is not here!  If you cannot decide that you will care about others, then what part of others’ lives will you ever have?  If you cannot decide what part of your life that your parents and family will play in your life, then what part in this world will you ever have?  Likewise, if you cannot care about what part other people will have in your life, then what use are you to anybody?  Yes, you can take from them that which is rightfully theirs.  Yes, you can look after yourself never tending to others’ needs in this world.  What then do you have?  You have your own pathetic life that no one wants to be a part of (this author included).

Every person wants to give so they can also receive from others:  God has no part in these decisions.  This is life in its most simple (and truthful) form.  We all seek others in this world and make decisions regarding this no matter our age, but it will always be our decision to either give or take in this world and God has no part of that decision.  This . . . is the simplicity of this life.  The underlying truth, of all faiths, is that God has stayed out of this world in order to allow us to make these required decisions:  you know this is true.  Notice this first in your life, but notice this also in others’ lives who you care about.  Never, but ever allow others to preach their vanities to you (including their religion) because their lies will stand in your face regarding the common sense you live with.

All of this is absolutely God’s Plan upon this earth:  to allow you these decisions, to see what you find in your own heart, and to see if you can find anything He has taught us during that middle third of mankind’s existence here.  The name of your faith matters not because God is the author of all life (all faiths, each in their own way).  The middle third of our time here is no mystery:  God merely decided that mankind needed some help (or guidance) regarding these decisions in life.  The time period you were born in, or what religion you were born into, matters not because all of us receive the same help regarding God’s reason we were put here:  to make decisions in this world regarding others we find in our life.

My dearest friend, here is the truth of this world that can never hurt you:  you were born into some sort of religion or faith (or perhaps no religion or faith).  The details matter not because all people are equal in this world.  Deep down, in your heart, you know what is expected of every person in this world and you know what is expected of you.  Do you honestly believe it is the providence of God that you were born into the one correct religion (that understands the entire truth of God) and the remaining 98% of the rest of the world was not?  (This 98% including every person who ever lived in our past SIX-THOUSAND years.)  What exactly is your religion?  It is the same religion your parents (and their parents) were accidentally born into and it is nothing else!

Just like everyone else in this world, you have been given your time, your body, and the ability to care about the rest of the world.  You had no part in obtaining any of these so use your common sense regarding these and then make the most of what you have been given.  Make the most of your decisions regarding this life and leave your pathetic vanities behind (this author is required to do the same).  While you (and I) are at it, leave your mistakes too behind you because as wrong as religion is, every religion will teach you that your mistakes in this life will never be held against you as long as you learn from your mistakes.

Every kind of people upon this earth is different from others.  Know this and know that “most” others feel the same toward you.  This is a normal part of human nature and is a part of this world.  Deal with this and decide what part these others will play in your life and this world.  When common sense (and your knowledge of right and wrong) dictates that some others are to have no part of your life, then deal with these others with all of your might for your life depends upon this.  Mercy is for God and God only.  God has never stated that we are to tolerate (or forgive) evil in this world.  This is part-and-parcel of the decisions required in our life.  No matter your age, ask yourself how important it is to you that evil be put away from your sight.  If you cannot answer this question, then ask yourself how important it is that evil be put away from your children’s eyes.  This is a personal decision, a national decision, and a worldly decision, but should never be made a religious decision:  your common sense knows this to be true.  Keep your life simple even if it means making what some consider to be complicated decisions:  this is a complicated time of our world because mankind has made it so, but as always, the decisions to be made are simple and straightforward.

Never allow life to happen:  rather make life happen according to the rights-and-wrongs that all people understand.  The liberals of this world are wrong because they want the entire world to benefit from the hard work and correct decisions of others.  God has never said this through any religion!  It is oh, so easy to throw money at problems created by certain people who cannot face the truth of their decisions, the truth of their mistakes, and the inability to learn from their mistakes.  These poor decisions are a normal part of life.  Mistakes are a normal part of life.  Not learning from mistakes is the only sin in life that God Himself says is unforgivable (if you care to find this yourself).

The conservatives of this world are wrong because they seek to oppress those who cannot learn from their mistakes.  Conservatives are like religious folks who want everyone to believe, today, that which they themselves believe.  Conservatives are right:  they just have no patience nor do they have the ability to care about others.  Just as religious folks, conservatives will readily preach their vanities to you.  Their words are true, but they hide their own vanities in their impatience and lack of caring (for it is so easy to claim to care: but difficult to show it).  The conservative are right, but God is more right than conservatives.  Learn now the difference because, as never before, this world is divided between the haves and the have-nots.  This must be corrected if the whole is to succeed.

The truth of this world as made by God (but designed by mankind) is this:  conservatives can see the problem, but intentionally ignore the solution because it flies in the face of their vanities (and patience) while liberals can see the solution, but intentionally ignore what has caused the problem (weaknesses that mankind must learn to live with).  The truth of the problem and the truth of the solution is so simple:  it only requires that all unite to form a strong front in identifying both.  Now here is the truth from the right and the righteousness of God.  This truth may hurt for a “little while,” but truth will never hurt us in the long run.

There are people living in this world who just do not know the importance of their decisions, their mistakes, and their learning the truth of both.  These people have not failed:  they just have not succeeded in life YET.  All it takes to help another person is your time, your body, and your ability to care.  It never, but ever requires your (or their) vanities.  You cannot solve true problems of life by throwing money, laws, religion, blame, or excuses at people.  People needing help with their problems will always ask that money, laws, or excuses be given to them.  Know that they can never solve their true problems with any of these.  Every person in this world needs to solve their own problems because this is God’s plan.  Every person needs to be given the ability to solve their own problems and this must be made possible by the people they live with.  Everything starts at an early age in life:  teach your children at an early age that they will always have to face the consequences of their decisions in life.  At this late stage of mankind, society can still accomplish this even if peoples’ parents cannot.  When a person (as young as an infant) can see that there are consequences in life, then their decisions will reflect this truth and they will always learn from their mistakes:  trust this in others.  Mistakes are acceptable as long as something is learned from them.  This means that rewards (for learning from mistakes) must come as abundantly and as quickly as the punishment for mistakes.  Life is no different for adults.  It does not take an abundance of laws and money to teach a person how to make correct decisions.  A few simple laws (and the strict enforcing of such) are all that is required because truly, only a few people are evil in this world.  Study ANY religion on the face of this earth and you will see that God has taught us this much regarding His laws.

None of this requires money (or other vanities) to be thrown into the solution of our decisions, mistakes, and our learning from both.  Liberals will cry “foul,” but after their preaching of vanities, common sense will prevail regarding the true cause of society’s failure.  Now, our vanities preclude us from the common sense necessary to see that, indeed, the opportunity exists for the have-nots to succeed.  This involves caring and this is where conservatives will cry “foul” because they just cannot care about others around them.  The typical conservative is a person who thinks they made it on their own based upon their decisions, their mistakes, and the truth they picked up along the way.  But the truth of the matter is that these conservatives made it only by the values taught by their parents, which in turn, were taught by their parents’ parents.  Conservative values are the same as religious values:  the truth of the matter being that the entire world, somehow, needs to come around to their way of thinking.  Today’s third-generation welfare recipient has not had this luxury of lineage (and has probably not had the luxury of skin color or national heritage).  Sorry, but sometimes the truth hurts.  If you are going to live in this world, then you are going to have to accept the truth of this world.

Regardless, there is only one way the have-nots are going to catch up with those who have-already.  Before the liberals change and see to it that all people, starting at a young age, truly must learn from their mistakes, the conservatives will first be required to provide the solution.  Liberals have always known the solution, but ignored the problem.  Conservatives have always known the problem, but ignored the solution.  The simple way is to always present the solution first so that all may face the problem in their own way.  Read that again:  IN THEIR OWN WAY, not the conservative way or the religious way.  This is all that God has ever done if you care to research any faith found upon this earth.  God has only provided solutions to mankind:  He has never provided excuses (ways around decisions) nor has He dictated the life that any person must live.

Those who make decisions without facing the penalties of their mistakes must absolutely be brought to face these penalties.  This is right and this is a normal part of life as God has so designed.  With this in mind, conservatives must enact laws which protect equal rights between the haves and the have-nots, but also force those who “have” to then be penalized (severely) for any withholding from the have-nots.  Written within these laws would be simple guilt or innocence:  punishment would be straightforward and non-negotiable.  Any person found withholding (unfairly) from another would have to give (at no charge) that which the other was seeking.  (This is God’s law, if you care to examine this).  For example, if a black person saved for years, enough portion to open a business, and was denied the opportunity of a five-year lease on a building when another person (or company) was given the same five-year lease upon the same portion (amount of money) then upon being found guilty, the landlord would be required to give (at the landlord’s expense) the same amount of property to the black person for those same five years.

Conservatives will cry “foul” at this law, but after preaching their vanities, they would be forced to admit that this law would cost the righteous nothing.  This law would cost society nothing and this law, in no way, would stand against that which they preached before this law was enacted.  The simplicity of this law is in the guilt or innocence of those involved: the punishment, always a foregone conclusion.  Those who have must always sacrifice first.  The passing of this law would be easy, but it would not be enacted until the liberals agreed to a law assuring that the welfare budget of this nation be reduced to ten percent of its current level.  Anyone with any common sense can see that nine out of ten people on welfare have no reason being on welfare.  Any person who is physically able to work must be made to work.  Oh . . . but the children.

There are millions of hard-working people in this world who see to it that their children are adequately taken care of while they are at work.  There is an exact number of millions of hard-working people in this world who decide what portion of their income will be spent toward the care of their children while they are at work.  Never, but ever, deny others of the decisions REQUIRED IN LIFE.  For these decisions are but the stepping-stones to self-worth (and success) in life.  If the first generation fails then the second generation will learn from their mistakes.  This is the simplicity of life as it has been since the beginning of time:  those who fail, fail; and those who succeed, succeed.  Conservatives have always known this, but never allowed “all” others to live this truth.  Liberals have never understood this and have always enacted laws to help others ignore this truth as well.  What person has not learned from the mistakes of their parents?  Well, maybe, just maybe, those who never had to make decisions also never had the luxury of passing this knowledge to their children (meaning welfare recipients).  And none of this is a child’s fault.

Liberals, take note of what you just read and learn the value of patience:  you are crippling (for generations) those you allow to stay on welfare.  Read that again . . . FOR GENERATIONS!  Conservatives, take note of what you just read and learn the value of giving to those who are worthy:  you are crippling (forever) those that you withhold from your imagined “level playing field.”  Read that again . . . FOREVER!  “For generations” will not suffice in the eyes of mankind.  “Forever” will not suffice in the eyes of God.  Whoever you are, decide for yourself where you stand on this.

My friend, this was not some silly example as to the simplicity of this life, but this was one real solution toward the problems of today’s world.  This solution would cost no person money, but in fact, would return money to all once everything was in place and honestly enforced.  Always know vanities (and money) for what they truly are.  Vanities hide the obvious truth.  Vanities expose the truth to all (to conservatives especially, should they still seek to hold back the truth from some).  Liberals seek to heap vanities upon those who have-not, thereby hiding the truth of God in that some people will no longer have to face the consequences of their decisions (and mistakes).  Liberals stand against the Right of God.  Conservatives seek to ignore those who have-not because these people contribute nothing to the Conservative way; thereby denying the truth of God in that some people will never have the chance to make a fruitful decision based upon their hard works in this life.  Conservatives stand against the Right of God.  So where should a person stand to find the Right of God?  All you need to do this is a little common sense. 

The Right of God is very simple.  God could care less if a person is rich or poor;  black, white, or brown; religious or not; a wise man or a fool.  When it comes to the have-nots, if you think we are talking about money or possessions, then you are as foolish as the Liberals.  We are talking about life!  Those who have-not should have available to them everything that others have available.  This includes an education (an equal education), sanitary conditions (not some antiquated sewer system in the old part of town that backs-up in heavy rains and then spews forth feces and all other waste), a safe place to live a quiet life (where all persons know the law and the harsh punishments for law-breakers), and a society where each person can choose the course of their life based upon the rights and wrongs found in their hearts.  This is what it means to “have.”
While the laws and ways of God are simple and known, the laws of man are corrupt and vague.  Liberals have seen to it that those who have-not are somewhat comforted with life’s vanities (a small income, a junky car, and just enough shelter to keep the rain off their heads).  In this, liberals have assured that this poverty will continue for generations.  Conservatives have seen to it that those who have-not will always not-have.  All of these decisions were made consciously and all of these decisions are why the differences between those who have and those who have-not have never been so great:  perhaps as never has been seen in the history of mankind.  All of this is mankind’s doing:  not God’s . . . know this!

To all rulers of all nations, give each individual the opportunity to succeed no matter what form of government they live under and your form of government will be secure for all time.  Deviate from this simple truth and you will truly find the results of your decisions (as many recent governments have).  The truth can never hurt you, or more correctly, the truth can only hurt you in the short-term, should you stand against it.  This applies to the individual, their local government, and to all governments in the long run.  There is nothing wrong with communism or socialism, per se, except that they promote the abuse of power.  They promote the abuse of power in that the people of these societies have no authority to remove abusive leaders.  The invention of democracy is an excellent defense against the abuse of power.  Democracy is not perfect, but at least democracy attempts to preserve the basic rights of individuals and their pursuit of happiness.  Any further failure of democracy is indeed perfect (in its failure) because every person and every society should have to face the results of their decisions, their lack of decisions, or their lack of caring.

Truth will never fail in the long run . . . God has seen to this Himself.  Every person needs to live by this fact as shown in their decisions, their mistakes, and what they learn from their mistakes.

THE FUTURE
The future is all that anyone should care about.  Remember that word “care” because you shall receive a healthy dose of it here.  Yes, study the past because when you learn about others’ decisions and mistakes, this can truly help you today (and your future always starts today).  If historians were ever to put an emphasis on what the events of yesterday truly mean today (decisions, mistakes, and what should have been learned), then people would flock to historians for the truth and wisdom that historians possess (but rarely show).  A good historian is a good story-teller.  A story-teller is only good if their words mean something to the listener’s life.  This is a part of the simplicity of life:  people naturally care about their own lives and this is normal.

Yes, understand the past because it contains eons of your own future.  What is an eon?  Example, after example, after example of yourself:  life is this simple.  Know what happened before you so you can understand what happened before you.  The decisions of a person riding a camel thirty-five-hundred years ago are no different than the decisions of a person riding a horse one-thousand years ago and are no different than a person riding in a car one year ago.  Details change:  people do not change.  The decisions that a Pharaoh made thirty-five-hundred years ago are no different than the decisions the King of England made one-thousand years ago and are no different than the decisions an American President made one year ago.  Again, details change:  people do not change.  The decisions we all make regarding ourselves, other people in other lands, and other people in our own lives will never, but ever, change.

Oh, the wisdom that history possesses (and our historians:  the keepers of history).  If you think about it, history possesses our future regarding the decisions and mistakes that we will make.  You will always find your future in our past:  ask any old person this.  You will find it in the past, but you will not make it in the past.  You will make your future today and today only.  This, again, is the simplicity of this life because everything you do today determines your future.  Every single decision you make today will reflect the outcome of tomorrow:  any historian will tell you this much.  If you decide to ignore your family in a small way today, it will reflect, in a small way, the outcome of your life tomorrow.  If you decide to ignore your family in a large way today, it will reflect, in a large way, the outcome of your life tomorrow.  Life really is this simple.  If your national leader decides to deal with, in a small way, another people (detrimental to your way of life), it will reflect, in a small way, the outcome of your life.  In this, your life will slowly deteriorate over time:  this deterioration being barely noticeable.  But if your national leader decides to deal with, in a large way, another people (detrimental to your way of life), it will reflect, in a large way (the long-term), the outcome of your life.  In this, what matters is the large changes that never come:  this can be of enormous importance!

Learn the lesson of God while He was here so very long ago.  While God was here, He did not tolerate repeated mistakes and He taught us not to tolerate other nations’ mistakes.  Those who seem to believe that God is in this world today also seem to believe that, “Well, if God tolerates it, so should we.”  This is wrong!  This is people making things up; all by themselves.  So look to the words, examples, and lessons God Himself teaches.  While God was here, He showed Noah how to utterly defeat one’s enemies.  While God was here, He showed Abraham (by way of Sodom) how to utterly put evil away from our eyes.  While God was here, He helped Joshua utterly defeat those nations in Israel’s way.  While God was here, He told David to utterly defeat his enemies.  Do you know what “utterly” means?  It means entirely, to the end, with no further consequences possible.  It does not mean “to tolerate.”

Someone once said that a hero is merely that person who most clearly saw that which was before them and then acted accordingly.  This is the simplicity of life and this is the purpose of this book.  “Seeing” is not difficult:  “seeing” is common sense.  “Doing” should not be difficult, but it seems to be so.  So “doing” shall be the remainder of this book.

My friend, the word “remainder” is a small word.  It means everything is done and a small bit is only left.  This book is about the simplicity of this life.  The simplicity of your very own life is about to begin in the “remainder” of this book.  God is not a remainder of this life so put God out of this picture for now.  God will be just fine with this for now as, hopefully, you have learned.  As the more mature religions understand, only you can decide one day what part God will have in your life.  He will always be there should you decide you want Him, but know that life will be standing at your doorstep every morning you lift your head from that pillow.  You are about to learn three things you are required to consider each day when you lift your head from that pillow.  Your age matters not for these three decisions apply to every person regardless of their age:  babies, children, adolescents, young adults, adults, and those oh, so precious old folks.

My dearest friend, it cannot be stressed too much how important the remainder of this book should be to you.  The remainder of this book will explain why mankind failed in its first-third of our existence here (with no God present).  The remainder of this book will explain what God tried to teach all of mankind during its middle-third of our time here.  The remainder of this book will explain why God had to come here Himself for thirty-something years in order to save us.  The remainder of this book will explain the failure of mankind during its current and final-third of our time here and why God will soon “give up” on mankind (yes, this means you, here today, whether you believe in God, or not) and then return to this world to govern it Himself (to show us how to do it right).  The remainder of this book will explain what Christ meant when He said how hardly a rich person shall enter the Kingdom of Heaven.  Finally, the remainder of this book will explain the mark of the beast and how this mark shall keep a person out of the Kingdom of Heaven.  How important is the remainder of this book?  Only you can decide this just as only you can decide what part, if any, Wisdom shall take in your life:  God shall have no part of that decision, nor should He (and you will now find out why).

CARING

Economists have a law that very well describes our vanity.  It is called the Law of Diminishing Returns.  Briefly, this means that anything you receive in this world will mean much to you when you first receive it, but as you continue to receive more and more of the same, it will satisfy you less and less.  An example  of this is hunger or thirst.  When you are hungry, that first morsel of food entering your mouth means so much.  But with each bite, that food satisfies you less and less.  After so-many bites, that food means absolutely nothing to you.  The same applies to wealth.  If you are poor, your obtaining even a small amount of money means so much to you.  As wealth, is added to you, it satisfies you less and less.  Were a person truly wealthy, the addition of that same small amount of money just spoken of (to the poor person) would mean absolutely nothing.

Well, economists are right regarding vanity or anything else of this world, but economists know nothing regarding the laws of God.  Know that when something is from God, it is exempt from any law of Man, including the Law of Diminishing Returns.  Caring is one such law of God.

God (and life) absolutely requires us to care about others.  Yes, we are to make decisions regarding this and yes, we will make mistakes in our decisions.  But the joy you receive from caring about others in this world will never diminish.  To prove this point, consider for a moment the three things you have in this world that you had no part in obtaining:  your time, your body, and your life.  You had no part in obtaining these so they shall not be counted as vanity.  When anything is added to these three by way of your efforts in this world, the Law of Diminishing Returns does not apply and in fact, the opposite is true.  Stop reading for a moment and consider this (because these three truly are from God even if you believe there is no God.)  You do not have to believe there is oxygen in the air in order to take your next breath:  it is there and it is available for you to use whether you believe it or not.

So God (and life) requires us to care, to some degree, about others.  How much?  This author cannot answer that question, but know that you must (and do) decide how much you care about the family you grew up with, the family you created, your friends, the people you work with, and those you pass in the street.  Do not be like those who just “care about everyone” and then pray for world peace.  These people are foolish and have made no decision at all:  rather they use their foolish principles to escape their need to make decisions.   Common sense tells you all of this.  Know that you will succeed at times, you will fail at times, and that you truly can be successful in the long run as long as you do not give up.  Remember that every day you lift your head from that pillow, you will have decisions to make regarding how you care about others.  You did this when you were a baby and you will do this on the day that you die.

This author cannot tell you how to care or what to care about, but know that the things you care about will be reflected in the words you choose to speak each day, those people you choose to be near each day, and those you invite to take a part of your time, your body, and your life each day.  For this reason, the Law of Diminishing Returns has no effect on your desire to care in this world or the joy you receive from caring.  In fact, the opposite is true.  The more you care and the more you receive from caring in this world are part-and-parcel of each other.  Only your decisions can diminish these gifts.  The Law of Diminishing Returns is really about our desires (vanities) in this world.

My friend, examine your cares in this world:  it requires so little effort.  Make your mistakes as we all do, but never stop thinking about your cares.  It is a simple thing in life that even a person riding a camel thirty-five hundred years ago thought about.  You (like this person of ancient days) have your vanity to contend with, but keep vanity in its place.  Yes, you have that next car to think about, but keep this car in its place:  it is only plastic and steel to carry you back and forth (like a camel).  Let this car play only a small part in your life.  Make sure the important parts of your life remain important to you (your cares about others).

GIVING

Our ability to care in life is as natural as our ability to take a breath.  Six-thousand years ago, something happened to cause God to intercede in this world.  Something happened to cause God to breathe life, or a spirit, or a soul into a new creature called mankind.  Maybe it was our new-found ability to care about that other creature just over the next hill, or maybe it was God who breathed into us the ability to care about that other creature over the next hill:  we may never know this.  Clearly, our ability to make conscious decisions regarding that which we care about is a natural as our taking a breath every so often.  The next step beyond caring is the ability to give in this world.

Caring is a feeling, but it is nothing more.  If one cannot care about anything in this world, one has no right to draw their next breath.  Now giving is different:  giving shows that a person possesses the ability to care and then the ability to act upon these cares:  this is important; this is a big step.  Why do we give in this world?  Because the satisfaction we receive by these decisions never diminishes.  Here we return to the Law of Diminishing Returns.  We give in this world because the satisfaction we receive never diminishes:  this, once again, is from God (and life).  Know that just like caring, if one has no ability to give (somehow) to others in this world, one has no right to draw their next breath.

If caring is as natural as our taking a breath, giving requires just a bit more because some act is required on our part and this is good.  Our ability to give shows our ability to love.  The only way you can give to someone is to diminish that which you already have.  This might mean your time, your body, your life, or your wealth (vanity).  To give means to let go of something you already possess so do this wisely.  Yes, you will make mistakes, but learn from these mistakes.  These mistakes will be as painful as a baby stumbling onto their face.  So what will you let go of in this world?  Will it be a part of your time, a part of your body, some of your life, or a part of your wealth?  Truly, there are people upon this earth who need to give from some or all of these.  Just as a baby taking their first steps will stumble, you will stumble in your efforts:  just learn from your mistakes and continue doing that which you know you must.  There is nothing wrong with making mistakes.

Decisions must be made, mistakes must be made, and lessons will always be learned; from the day we enter this world until the day we leave.  It is so easy for us to judge those who only pursue wealth as never learning the lessons of the wealth.  Ah, but here is the rub:  it is just as easy for God to judge, poorly, those who stopped giving because the few times that they did, they failed.  Is life this simple?  It is.  You took your first steps . . . so long ago.  You stumbled, yet succeeded.  You tried your hand at love in your youth and had your heart crushed by a person or two, yet you continued on.   Never fault someone with wealth for making their mistakes, learning from them, and then finally succeeding.  Whatever we pursue in this world, we will indeed find:  this is common sense and it is the truth.  But remember always, that whatever we pursue in this world will catch us also:  and it will control our lives in more ways than you can imagine.  What do you want to control you (and your life)?  Your adversaries (vanities) or your goodness?

Decide now what will catch and take control of your life:  if this involves caring, giving, and forgiving then know that your decisions, mistakes, and lessons learned will only be counted in your favor because the path you chose was right.  Read that again!  Remember the Law of Diminishing Returns and what it means in your life.  If your obtaining more of something will mean less-and-less as time goes on, then this is a vanity for sure.  But if your obtaining more of things (like caring, giving, and forgiving) will never diminish in value, then it is a part of life as truly designed in this world.  All of this seems so simple, but where does one start?  Your common sense knows.

For now, use your vanities as your guide because you understand these.  Keep what you have for now and learn from what you do not use:  your time, your body, and your life.  If your friend, neighbor, or acquaintance has need of you, give these to them.  If they need you to hold a tape measure, to hold wallpaper as they glue it, or seek your opinion regarding a decision regarding their children then give because they obviously need the help and cannot do so by their selves.  But do give from all of these three (your time, your body, and your life):  all three of these.  Read that again; all three of these.

If a person can only give from their time and life, they have shown little.  If a person can only give from their body and time, they have shown little.  It is easy to care while holding back that which seems dear.  How many men give their work (body) and time to others, but never give their life (their heart)?  How many women give their time and their life, but never give their work (their body)?  All three of these are from the heart and to hold back truly shows where your heart lies.  Any man who holds back that caring which is found within his heart has given nothing because the frivolity of his heart prevents him from revealing his heart.  Any woman who holds back that labor which is found in her heart has given nothing because the frivolity of her heart places her life above menial labor.  The only difference between a man and a woman is a penis and vagina:  God has neither:  God is neither male nor female.  God will find lacking, any man who fails to give his heart-felt advice regarding another person seeking it.  It is oh so easy for a man to give his work regarding a lock that needs to be changed or to repair a hole in the wall, but then ignore a person’s true needs.  God will find lacking, any woman that fails to give her heart-felt labor regarding another person who seeks it.  It is oh so easy for a woman to give from her caring and advice, but then ignore a person’s true needs.  Remember that God has no penis or vagina:  God is neither male or female.  Male-ness and female-ness was created for this life only so that we might “successfully” produce offspring:  God has no such need.  There is no difference between a man who, having knowledge, refuses to give his heartfelt advice and a woman who, having two arms, refuses to hammer a nail into a piece of wood.  No person is above any task:  when you think you are then your vanity has won.  Vanity is vanity and failure is failure:  the details matter not (between yours and someone else’s).

So, where does one start to give?  From your weaknesses.  If you are a man who cannot help your neighbor teach their child how to love others different from their self, then work on this.  If you are a woman who cannot help your neighbor paint their house, then work on this.  A man has a penis and is skilled at moving a paintbrush back and forth.  A woman has a vagina and is skilled at giving nurturing advice.  Rest comfortably upon what you have and use it, but work on what you find lacking.  With apologies to all, this author is a male and did the best he could in this section.  Just know that you had no part in obtaining your time, your body, your life, and your ability to care in this world.  Give from that part you find lacking in yourself:  you will do well by others and will do well by yourself.  It is so easy to give from what we have.  Now give from what you do not have (or from what you believe you do not have) and you will do well in your own eyes and will do well in God’s eyes.

If you can give it, you have it; all you have to do is care.  Once you give it, you will find more of it, so give from that which you have least; and you will have finally found life!  If you give it, you will get it yourself:  let the failure of Mankind’s Law of Diminishing Returns demonstrate this.  This is the simplicity of God’s Design (God’s Plan).  In some form or fashion, we are all lacking to some degree in life; and this is God’s very Design for this world.  We were all put here to see what we would “grow-up” into being.  Contrary to what many would teach you, God’s part in this world is but a small part (if any) of the life He Designed here.  The Law of Diminishing Returns was designed by mankind:  the law of giving was designed by God.  My friend, caring is easy:  anyone can do this.  Caring actually requires very little from your heart.  Giving is a bit more difficult.  Giving means you have decided to do something about your cares.  Giving is the first step toward deciding that you do, indeed, have a part in this life.

Once you decide you have a part in this life, you need to decide what part “forgiving” will have in your life.  While life is always simple, “forgiving” is advanced life and is what will find you standing before God someday, regardless of what you think about God today.

FORGIVING

Forgiving is the most advanced aspect of life in this world, period.  Never mind technology:  any scientist can tell you that technology is merely the result of mankind “finally” understanding various laws of nature:  these laws have always been here; none of this is new.  Never mind religious folks who preach their vanities:  any educated religious person who truly understands God’s timeline and His intervention throughout our history can tell you that our final judgment (by God) will be determined by our acts during this lifetime; it does not matter what “time” we were born in; none of this is new.

Before one can forgive, one must first learn how to care and then how to give.  After this, one must learn how important decisions are and how important it is that we do, indeed, make mistakes.  Finally, one must learn that there are lessons to be gotten from our decisions and our mistakes.  Only after this can one truly understand what it means to forgive.  It is too easy to just say, “I forgive that person.”  If you do not do this properly, you will always watch that other person, be cautious with that person, and always remember what that person did.  This form of forgiving is about as silly as praying for world peace.  With apologies for the harshness of these words, please read the next few paragraphs very carefully for they will show you what God has been after, in this world, since the beginning of time.

My dear, dear friend, you have read this before, but please read it one more time to learn of your past and of your future.  Six-thousand years ago, something happened to cause God to intercede in this world.  Something happened to cause God to breathe life, or a spirit, or a soul into a new creature called mankind.  Maybe it was our new-found ability to care about that creature just over the next hill.  Maybe it was our new-found ability to give to that creature just over the next hill.  Or maybe, just maybe, it was our new-found ability to forgive the mistakes made by that creature just over the next hill.  We may never know this during our lifetime, but we do know that God has said He has written His laws into the heart of each person.  For the Jews and Christians, this means His Commandments.  God often calls these His Laws: Jews and Christians call these His Commandments:  they are one in the same.  Truly they are found in every other faith if you care to examine this.  Never mind what you have heard: examine this yourself!

Read the Ten Commandments of God given to the Hebrews in ancient days:  they say nothing of forgiveness.  But later, God came here Himself using the name we call Christ and gave one more Commandment.  This last Commandment by God only addressed “forgiveness.”  You will find this same Commandment in every other faith if you care to examine this.  This last Commandment was to love one another as God has so loved us.  Now, this book has been written with very little mention of God and will finish the same, but please bear with this author for one more paragraph knowing that this life truly is about you (and not about God).

God gave us two-thousand years here, nearly uninterrupted.  Then God spent the next two-thousand years teaching us (all over the world) how to treat other people.  Finally, God spent thirty, or so, years here Himself teaching us, for the most part, how to forgive other people of their mistakes.  While here, He gave us one Commandment: to love all other people.  He called this His Commandment because if we learn nothing, by way of His thirty, or so, years here, we must learn this Commandment!  The only way we can truly love other people is to see how their failures are no different than our own . . . as long as they, and we, try to learn from our mistakes.  This is love:  to allow other people to make their decisions, their mistakes, and then to allow them to grow out of each of these.  Are your mistakes better than the mistakes of other people?  If you think they are then you have learned nothing.  Are your mistakes worse than the mistakes of other people?  If you think they are then you have learned nothing.  There is one God in Heaven who goes by many names upon this earth and wants you to know that you are to never judge another person according to your vanities in this life.  He will do this, in His own time, and you should only worry about your own life regarding decisions, mistakes, and lessons.

God has never mandated that we believe all of this:  He only said we must live it!  So what does this mean to you here in this life?  Only you can answer that question.  Here is where this author might just preach his vanities to you, but will try not to (using common sense).  When you were young, your family tried to help you with your decisions, but most decisions ultimately came down to you making them with little or no help.  When you were older, your friends tried to help you with your decisions, but every time, the burden was still yours.  In all likelihood, you did just fine most of the time.  Absolutely no person, this author included, can help you with your decision of whether or not you will forgive people in general; or specific people regarding this or that.  God spent thirty-something years here Himself and could not even do that.

Will you make mistakes as you learn and decide how to forgive?  Well . . . did you stumble as a child when you learned how to walk?  Always remember that when you were a baby and stumbled onto your face, something inside of you told you to get up and do it again (after you were through crying).  Remember also that the crying part is important:  this is life and this is normal.  Life hurts sometimes.  Why does a baby get up and try walking again?  Because a baby cannot speak, nor can a baby understand the vanities preached by others.  Think about this:  it was written in jest, but it is also true.  Something inside of a baby makes it get up and try to walk again.  It defies all logic, but a baby is entirely on its own regarding this decision.

My friend, you are on your own regarding your decision of whether or not to forgive other people of their mistakes:  mistakes toward you . . . and . . . mistakes in general.  However, do know that somewhere inside yourself you will always, but always, find the ability to decide for yourself that someone else’s mistake is no different than some you made in your past.  This is because you can always see the truth and you always have your common sense.  You might lose sight of these from time-to-time, but this is your mistake, not others’.  You have people in your own life who overlooked (forgave) the mistakes you made in your past.  The truth of the matter is that six-thousand years ago, God did breathe into a creature, the ability to forgive:  read that again . . . THE ABILITY.  And this is what life is all about:  our being able to find, somewhere in our heart, the ability to forgive others of their mistakes.   Regarding our life, anything contrary to this wisdom is vanity.  God has never demanded to be a part of our day-to-day life through any faith!  Mankind has never learned the story of Adam and Eve.  God made this world, everything in it, and then breathed eternal life into a creature called mankind.  One of the first things mankind did was to make a mistake.  Adam and Eve learned from this mistake and did the best they could to correct their lives:  hiding their nakedness (vulnerability) from the evils found in this life.  Well, God could have started all over had He so chosen to do; there were only two people standing in His way.  But God did not do this, did He?

All of this is what it means to “grow-up” in this world.  All that the one God (of every faith) has ever wanted from us is to get past our mistakes and to help (or at least allow) others to do the same.  Ask any old person (near death) if this is the ultimate lesson in life.  This is forgiveness at the personal level (not the national level):  to never judge others and to never act against others in order to hold them back from life.  Ask any old person if this is true and they will tell you that any decent and good person will always come around to the truth.  This, they only learned through their own mistakes:  but they did learn it.

For a moment, put aside everything other people have ever taught you.  Surely you can do this for a short time if this author, who knows God, can put God aside for most of this book.  Now, you (and I) have had people (family, friends, educators, and all manner of people) preaching their vanities to us all of our life.  Forget all of this.  When you were eighteen months old, you were fumbling around trying to walk.  Many times, you fell on your face and it really did hurt.  But you got up and tried it again.  Something inside of you told you to get up and do it again:  this was your common sense.  Nobody around you prevented you from getting up because they truly saw your future and the need for you to succeed.  Read that again . . . the need for you to succeed.  Think about this; everything people have taught you about your need to succeed has come partly from what they have learned and mostly from their vanities.  Someone, long ago, hurt your father in the area of love so perhaps he might teach you to keep what is yours.  Someone, long ago, hurt your mother in the area of love so perhaps she might teach you to always pay attention to others’ feelings and to consider what others want (or need).  Someone, long ago, might have hurt your aunt in a business venture and she will teach you to trust no other.  Someone, long ago, might have saved your grandfather’s life in war and he will teach you to choose your friends carefully and then to trust them implicitly.  We all, this author included, teach others based upon the vanities we pick-up throughout life.  This is normal:  this is life and you will do the same.  But your life is more important than other peoples’ vanities, isn’t it?

My friend, when you can see other peoples’ vanities, then, and only then, you can see your own.  When you can see your own vanities, you are ready to learn the most important lesson of this life.  Remember the name of this chapter (The Future) for you are about to learn the true wisdom of this book.

This book started with the decisions we all make in this life.  This book then discussed the various periods of our life and the decisions we face in these periods of life.  After this, you learned what part other people play in our lives:  our family, our friends, and all others.  Then, you learned about the faith you place in these others.  You learned about the adversaries you have in this world.  Stop reading here and return to the Table of Contents:  most of your adversaries are found within yourself!  Finally, you learned about the truth and your common sense:  neither of these will ever fail you as long as you can identify your adversaries.  The truth of this life, and of your common sense, tells you that you are basically on your own regarding the decisions you face today just as you were when you were a baby.

If this author has preached any vanities to you thus far, then this author apologizes to you, for this is the point where this author wanted you to get on your own:  you are absolutely responsible for every decision you make upon this earth (and so is every other person).  You will make mistakes every day because you will make decisions every day:  so does every other person.  You will learn from these mistakes and every other person will do the same, hopefully, someday.  But do not hold back, from life, those who are slower than yourself.  Yes, decide for yourself what part these others will play in your life, but do not hold back from life, these others.  To hold back means your vanities have taken control over you.

So what is forgiveness?  Well, look at this from other creatures’ points-of-view.  Throw a dog a bone and the dog will take it every time until it is satisfied.  Throw a lion some meat and it will take it every time, never sharing until it has first filled its belly.  Other creatures are governed by their vanities.  Or, more correctly, other creatures are governed by their adversaries (greed, what they were taught by their parents, their mistakes (failures), and of course, their vanities).  So . . . ask yourself again:  what is forgiveness?  Pay close attention here.

Maybe forgiveness is our recognizing our own vanities and knowing that others have their particular vanities to deal with also.  This is a small part of it.  Maybe forgiveness is our recognizing that some people just do not care about the same things we care about.  This is a small part of it.  Maybe forgiveness is our knowing that in some way, we have to care for and then give to others in our life.  This is a small part of it.  But truly, as the foundation of all forgiveness, we have to remember that forgiveness is something that God breathed into mankind about six-thousand years ago:  forgiveness is from God.  God has no vanity; it might be hard to understand this while living in this vain world, but it is true.  God has no problem giving and caring:  we might, but this is easily understood in this world by every person; this is as natural as our taking a breath every so often.

Forgiveness is a gift from God to all of mankind.  Read that again . . . ALL OF MANKIND!  It does not matter if you believe in God:  this life is only about you!  If you believe in God then you will find considerable help through what He has taught mankind by way of all faiths.  If you do not believe in God then you will find considerable help in what you find in your heart and in your common sense.  God does not care where you find “forgiveness:”  He only cares that you find it.  If you find this through religion then that is just fine:  you will find a neatly pre-packaged lesson here that came from God Himself.  If you find this in your heart then you will find a perfectly pre-packaged course based on the truths you see in this world and the common sense you were born with.

Speaking of these two paths, learn now a lesson of God never before understood by religious folks.  (To you religious folks, do not slap yourselves on the forehead too hard after you learn this lesson because there is more to follow and you should not miss it for your throbbing headache).  About two-thousand years ago, there was a fellow by the name of Joshua who tried to teach the world about forgiveness.  This fellow named Joshua was actually God Himself, but strangely enough, after He left us, we changed His name to Jesus.  So the lesson to this world obviously is that if we do not care to even remember His name, then obviously we will not care to remember (or understand) the words He spoke.  All of this is acceptable to God:  it is normal; it is life.  Religious people need to learn that if God is fine with you calling Him by the wrong name for two-thousand years then God is fine with some people not even knowing who He is.  Because the truth of the matter is that we have called Him by the wrong name for our entire six-thousand years!   Remember the timeline of God and remember that God has no vanity.  (He has no vanity in Himself, but does indeed care about our creation of false gods and graven images:  our vanities).  Our believing in Him (or not believing) is not one of our vanities of this life.

Now, two-thousand years ago, God taught us a lesson we never learned.  There is a story in the Bible that every person on the face of this earth has heard at sometime:  it is the story of forgiveness.  It goes something like this:  “If a person does a wrong against you, you are not to take action against them.  Not seven times: not seven times-seventy-times.”  There is another story that goes something like this:  “Whosoever slaps you on the right cheek, turn to them your left also.”  Religious folks take from these stories that they are to unconditionally forgive others (all others) no matter what deed is done:  they are about ten percent right because they did not read the conclusion of the matter found in their own Bible.  The conclusion of the matter was that you are no better than any other person.  It is too easy for us only to forgive those people we love:  even bad people can do this regarding people they love.  We must learn how to forgive all people when they act against us personally:  only this will prevent your own vanities from taking control of your life.  Non-religious folks take from this story that we are to sheepishly line up as lambs-to-the-slaughter:  an equally ridiculous conclusion which is zero percent right.  Religious folks can read the statement, but not the story (conclusion).  Non-believers can read the story, but assume the worst (sheep-to-the-slaughter).

The truth of the matter is this (and remember that it does not matter if you believe or not:  you always have your common sense):  God has forever said to put evil away from your sight.  This does not always mean death or prison:  it means what it says; keep evil out of your life!  If your brother, or anyone else, offends you, do not retaliate, but arrange your life so as this person no longer has a part in it.  Yes, sometimes this means putting people in prison to keep them out of all peoples’ lives.  Yes, once in a while this means to kill a person because of their acts.  Yes, this might just mean to totally annihilate a people hell-bent on the destruction of your way-of-life.  But nearly all of the time, this means for you to arrange your life so as this one particular person has no part of it.  Should, and this is important, but should that one person find their way into your life again to hurt you, this then was your mistake!  Your vanities (and pride) push you to act against this person, thereby doing yourself harm in the long-run.  However, your common sense tells you that you should just work harder in your decisions to keep this person out of your life, thereby not allowing your vanities and bad emotions to rule over your life.

Life always comes down to you and your decisions.  Never, but ever give in to your vanities thereby sacrificing your life, your values, and your ways.  If this person finds their way into your life seven-times-seventy times, it is your fault and only your fault.  This is the magic of both the Old Testament (physically putting evil away) and the New Testament (protecting your own life by your own decisions and never giving into your vanities or pride).  Think of a person other than yourself (real or imaginary) who complains of someone offending them seven times seventy times (490 times).  Would you not advise this person to make some changes in their life to assure that these events stopped?

Well, swallow this pill yourself, my friend, because your wisdom and your future comes to you right here and it comes two-fold (once from the Old Testament and once from the New).  Never let anyone take actions against you this many times without changing your life so as to prevent this in the future.  Never let the actions of others allow your vanities and pride to take control of your life, thereby changing your rights-and-wrongs.  God only wants you to learn two lessons:  to arrange your life so as to keep evil away from it and to never allow the actions of others to influence the decisions you make in life regarding your own vanities (your adversaries).  This is forgiveness at its worst and at its best.  Why?

Forgiving protects you in many ways.  Selfishly, forgiveness allows you to see the impact that your decisions truly have upon your way of life.  It is your own fault that things happen to you:  this might hurt, but it is true.  More importantly, forgiveness shows that you truly will offer others the chance to learn from their mistakes.  Forgiveness is patience; forgiveness is seeing your own faults in life as being no different than someone else’s faults in their life.  Forgiveness helps you in your life and others in their lives (hopefully . . . given enough time).  More than these, forgiveness shows that you are actually taking control of your life, your decisions, and your mistakes.  Who would have ever thought that the most “unselfish” act of all would have the most “selfish” and beneficial results?  This, quite simply, is the beauty and simplicity of life as has been so designed by God.

My friend, make life happen upon your terms.  This is all that God ever asked.  Every Commandment given by God has only taught us this.  God has never demanded that we worship Him.  God did demand that we not invent other gods, but after this, all He ever taught us is to take control of our own lives and then keep control of our own lives by way of our decisions.  He never, once, demanded that we sacrifice our national rights-and-wrongs in lieu of defeating our enemies.  Read your Bible just once and realize that there is only one God who places very few demands upon us.  Learn how He teaches us that once we decide that our rights-and-wrongs are righteous, He will excuse (indeed He will support) our demands that other nations and peoples respect our rights-and-wrongs . . . even to these others’ utter destruction when necessary.  There is only one God and there is only one mankind, but there are many bad persons and a few bad people (nations) upon this earth.  We are to deal with these people so as to make certain they never, but ever, play a part in our life again.  If they do, it is our fault and not theirs.  (Pay attention to that last sentence you just read).  This may seem to be far-to-the-right, but God’s righteousness is more right than mankind’s.  Small events need to be dealt with in small ways:  large events need to be dealt with in large ways.  With every event, a decision needs to be made whether it be on a personal, local, state, or national level (in that order because personal decisions comprise nearly every decision we will ever need to make).

THE MARK OF THE BEAST

My friend, the mark of the beast was accurately described in the closing pages of WISDOM – Concerning the Kingdom of Heaven.  Much detail was given there to prove what the mark of the beast is.  Much wisdom was required on your part to accept this truth and to then see this truth in your life and others’ lives.  But, and this is important, no true solution was given regarding this mark and its place in our lives.  There is no solution to the mark of the beast because quite simply, it is here and it is a part of our life.  You cannot defeat this mark anymore than you can defeat the need for you to lift your head from that pillow each morning.  The mark (and the beast) is here and you must live with it being here . . . read that again:  YOU MUST LIVE WITH IT BEING HERE.  You must do this every day because regarding this world, nothing has changed.  Nothing is new:  the mark has always been here; God says so Himself.

Forget the vanities religious folks will preach to you regarding this mark.  You just spent an entire book’s-length of time learning about this mark and you did not even realize this.  The Bible says that those who receive this mark will freely choose to do so.  This means a decision must be made.  This book has been about nothing but the decisions we make in life!  What sane person would ever say, “Yes, please give me this mark that will ruin my life”?  This is ridiculous!  But religious folks would have you believe this.

Forget the vanities religious folks will preach to you regarding this mark.  It will only take you a few minutes to read about this mark (in your Bible).  No where, will you ever find that a belief in God will protect you from this mark.  No where, will you ever find that belonging to a particular religion will protect you from this mark.  No where, will you ever find that your faith in someone called Jesus Christ, your being born-again, saved, or baptized will ever, even for a moment, protect you from this mark.  Never mind what any person tells you; READ THIS YOURSELF:  IT WILL ONLY TAKE A FEW MINUTES!  It is found in Revelation, Chapter 13 and will take less than two-minutes to read.

Every sign, seal, and mark ever found in the Bible only had to do with the day-to-day decisions people made in their personal life.  These day-to-day decisions regarded that manner in which people decided to live their life regarding other people, their own vanities, and what they chose to care about.  Religious people would have you think that these decisions were some sort of “defining moment” in their lives or that they were life-altering decisions.  Truth be told, they were anything but this.  Every sign, seal, and mark found in the Bible came as a result of someone’s day-to-day decisions over small things that showed God who this person truly was.  Have you ever wondered why so many people shy away from religion?  Because religions ask us to do such ridiculous things.  Our common sense knows what the word “ridiculous” and what the word “things” mean.  Never let anyone (this author included) tell you how to live your life:  this is wrong and you know it!  But do think about the importance of your decisions upon your life:  regardless of your age.

This author promised you that he would leave the details of your life up to you.  You have no right to tell this author how to life his life and this author will show every other person (and nation) the same respect.  But this author truly cherishes every friend who ever questioned the reasons for his decisions.  (Indeed, this author has only cherished those friends who did just this).  Oh, this can hurt; know that it can truly hurt.  About three-thousand years ago, someone wrote, “The wounds of a friend are faithful still, but the kisses of an enemy are deceit.”  That person was probably Solomon, the wisest person who ever lived, regarding right and wrong.  Remember these words because everything Solomon wrote pertained only to our vanity.  Oh, how much it can hurt when someone brings to light, our vanity:  this is the mark of a true friend (and is a good wound).

My dearest friend, this book was written in hopes of hurting your feelings just a bit.  When you were a baby, you stumbled onto your face and it truly did hurt.  But you got up from this hurt and changed your life to reduce the chances of this happening again.  So here you are, living this life, and trying not to stumble over your decisions.  Will you stumble over your decisions?  Of course you will.  But you will also get up from these mistakes and learn from them:  this is life and this is normal; indeed, this is good.

Know that this life truly is simple and that the decisions you make can keep it that way:  the choice is yours.  As with any judgment of God, your receiving the mark of the beast is never one single decision.  Rather it comes from all of the decisions you make in this life, then all of the mistakes you make in this life, and finally, everything you learned from these mistakes.  To be honest, this mark comes from your “not learning” the lessons of your mistakes which then causes you to make the same poor decisions over and over again.  This “over and over again” comprises the path of your life.  It is your path chosen (by your daily decisions) that puts this mark on your forehead or in your hand.  God would never punish anyone like this (for a few simple mistakes that everyone makes).  We were put on this earth to grow-up.  Those who cannot grow-up (meaning to learn from their mistakes) receive the mark of the beast.  Those who cannot grow-up have chosen the path of not growing-up.

Yes, the mark of the beast is specifically about wealth (or more correctly, the pursuit of wealth), but wealth is man-made (as is every other vanity found upon this earth).  The decisions you make in this life regarding your vanities tells the world (and God) much about yourself.  Your decisions show what is truly important to you.  Your decisions also show what is not important to you.  Think about this at night, during your last few conscious moments.  These moments last longer than you know and even after your eyes close, your mind will digest these thoughts all through the night.  Do this and you will find that each morning you lift your head from that pillow, your life has started over and you have a new life, just begun.

Some of the most beautiful words ever found in the Bible are words that were never written.  Consider this greatly because it is very rare, indeed, that the Will of God is revealed to mankind.  My dear, dear friend, know that regarding the mark of the beast, it was never written that once a person had this mark, that they could not get rid of it.  This is the wisdom of God found in every faith, all over this world.  You will always, but always have the chance to change your life by way of the decisions you make and what you choose to care about.  In fact, it is not even necessary to “fix” your life.  Fixing is such a difficult thing in this life:  it means to go back and repair every wrong you ever did.  No one can to this . . . so never look back, my friend.  Never look back to see where you have been.  Rather change things now, here today, so as to effect the outcome of your life as you so choose to do.

This book is finished:  it cannot be so, but it must be so.  This author could go on for hundreds of pages teaching you ways to keep your life simple, but this author has complete confidence in each person filling in the details of their own life.  To write anymore would be to preach vanities:  too many people preach their vanities in this life.  They do so because they see all others as being incapable of making their own decisions based upon simple truths.  Life is all about decisions:  this is the simplicity of this life.  You have been given the truth and the wisdom of life in this world:  it all starts with the simple decisions we make each day.  You, here today, are no better or worse than a person riding a camel some three-thousand years ago; regarding life as it has so been designed.

Trust your common sense and trust the rights-and-wrongs found in your heart:  knowing that you can keep your life as simple as you care to.  This life is all about you and the life you choose to live.  God is no where to be found in this world and this is by His design.  We do not have to understand this now, but every person needs to realize that we are in this world with nothing but our decisions, our mistakes, and what we learn from each of these.  We are in this world to decide what we care about, who we will give to, and how we will forgive others.

My friend, the sad truth of today’s world is that nearly every person has this mark of the beast.  Our technology has seen to it that this world has become a very small place.  About all this has accomplished is seeing to it that mankind’s vanities have been spread across this entire planet.  Because people have always wondered about the outcome of their lives, vanities have become a very contagious disease that seemingly answers others’ questions regarding the outcome of their lives.  It is just too easy to deal with what we see in this world and vanities are what we see.  Truth takes work, truth takes consideration, and truth takes patience.  Oh, but vanities are here and vanities are now.  Mostly, vanities are easy.

Think about this:  how many times have we heard about a wonderful place on an island out in the Pacific, or a place in the hill country of Texas where life is so simple, or a place in the upper peninsula of Michigan where the people are so fine and treat you decent?  You know other places just like these:  they might just be very close to where you live.  So we all flock to these places we hear about; bringing our vanities with us.  We are comfortable with our vanities and we do not need a part of these other peoples’ lives.  Well, meet your new life; same as your old life!

My dearest friend, there is more.  These will be very painful words to this author; hopefully they will be very painful to you too.  Once you understand what the mark of the beast is, how small this world has become, and finally, how it is we people who spread this mark of the beast during these last days (it never has been Satan that spreads this mark), then one cannot help to see but that nearly all people indeed have this mark of the beast.  Consider this in yourself and guard your life as if it is the last one you will ever have!  Nearly every religion has been saying (for years) that the time of our end is near.  They may preach their vanities to you, but they do understand God’s timeline of this world.  They never had a chance of teaching you about the mark of the beast because they never understood the mark.  This mark was buried in their vanities, your vanities, and yes, in this author’s vanities.  Satan has used our technology and our vanities for six-thousand years and Satan is very glad that we have made this world a small place for him.  Satan has won this world, but Satan is not God.  Satan does not have enough time to worry about each individual.  Satan does not have time to worry about YOU!

You worry about you!  Learn how to do this in the final section of this book.  Once again, this author will leave God out of the answer because God cannot help you with this mark.  God has never stated that He can or will help you with this mark.  Only you can fight this fight.

(As a personal note to all religious people, this author has one favor to ask of you and this author will do you a favor in return.  You have been reading for a short time now about this mark of the beast.  If you have discarded any of this because you have been taught that this mark has nothing to do with your life then read this section again.  Read it again with an open heart because when we read things with a closed heart, it is too easy to let the truth go right past us, never touching our life because we are above this truth for some reason.  This is normal, we all do this:  but do this author one favor and read this past section again if you think it had nothing to do with you.  Now, here is this author’s favor to you:  you have one additional adversary over-and-above most others:  you have the religion you were taught as an adversary in this world.  Of course there is much truth in your religion and other peoples’ religions, but most likely, the truth you picked up through your religion was merely passed down generation-after-generation by people who never fully understood God’s truth.  The truths of your beliefs are real:  know this.  But the understanding of your beliefs is probably based on a long history of people trying to explain something they never truly understood.  This is why it is so easy for a proud minister to scream words to this effect:  “Never fear this mark because the power of God is found within you!”  This is normal; this is not your minister’s fault because they learned their vanities from those that went before them.  All truth applies to you!  All of life applies to you!  So please read this past section again and believe that the mark of the beast applies to you.)

MAKE IT HAPPEN!

My friend, never compare yourself to another person:  this is the worst thing you can do in life.  Why?  Because nothing good can come from it and it is wrong at every level of your life.  One example:

This book is being read by two types of people right now;  those who pretty much believe this author and those who do not believe this author.  If you believe this author, then somewhere in the back-of-your-mind, you will elevate this author to some imaginary level above your own supposed level.  If you did this and someday were to meet this author, this author would be a sore disappointment to you:  rest assured of that.  Any of this author’s friends would tell you this.  If you do not believe this author, then somewhere in the back-of-your-mind, you will lower this author to some imaginary level equal to that of Satan’s servant or an anti-establishment heretic bent on destroying the foundations of society.  If you did this and someday were to meet this author, this author would be a sore disappointment to you:  rest assured of that.

Can you see the danger of comparisons?  You are comparing something you know very well (you) to something you know nothing about (this author).  In either case, you get hurt because you allowed your vanities to guide your decisions.  Never do this!  Never guide your life towards or away from another person’s example.  You can see your own goal in life:  your goal is to keep your life simple, by way of your decisions.  Your goal is to always live by the rights-and-wrongs you find in your own heart.  Your goal is to keep to a minimum, your shades-of-gray.  Another example:

This author makes mistakes every day of his life.  Thankfully, this author has reached the point in his life to where he would never intentionally harm another person.  This author would hurt himself before he hurt another person.  But oh, this author has a tongue.  This author has been described by his friends as having his tongue wired directly to his brain with no common sense between the two.  This author’s tongue gets him in a lot of trouble.  If you were to ever compare yourself to this author and use this author as an example, the first thing you would do is to allow your tongue to do your thinking for you.   Now you have a problem:  you just invented a shade-of-gray because you decided that, “if he can do it, then I can do it.”

You have no idea of how often this author lies awake at night regretting the words his tongue spit out that day.  Know that anytime you follow someone’s example, you are sacrificing your decisions, you are sacrificing your rights-and-wrongs, and you are sacrificing your common sense.  All three of these losses are required to create just one shade-of-gray:  and what an enormous loss this is on our part.

This chapter of the book is about your future:  YOUR FUTURE!  This section of the book is about making life happen according to your terms:  YOUR TERMS!  Can you see that this author will never be able to do this for you?  Anytime you compare yourself to another person, you are adopting their vanities, their greed, the things they were taught, and their mistakes.  In doing this, you now have to deal with both their adversaries and your adversaries, thereby digging yourself into a hole that no person could ever climb out of.  In doing this, you have given up control over your decisions, your mistakes, and what you will learn in this life.  In doing this, you will sacrifice your faith in yourself, what you will care about in this life, and you will never understand the truths you come across throughout this life.  In this, you will have stopped guarding your life (as you know you should).  Oh, comparing yourself to any other person is absolutely wrong at every level of your life!

So what are you to do?  You are to do the exact opposite of what you just read.  You are to decide that there are decisions to be made in your life and you are perfectly capable of making them.  You are to decide that yes, you will make mistakes from time-to-time and you will stand before your mistakes never blaming other people for them.  You are to decide that from this point forward, that you will correct your mistakes.  Never look back, my friend, but starting today, anytime you hurt someone, put aside your vanity, humble yourself, and go to that person you hurt.  Honor that failure you put in their eye and tell them how you will do so.  Anytime you can set aside your vanity, your pride, and your selfish priorities (that we all have), you will be showing the entire world who you are and what is important to you.

Now, while all of this might seem complicated; quite the opposite is true.  Anytime you consider the consequences of your actions and how fearful a thing these might be to face, then this is the point where you will start making correct decisions, cease offending others, and start believing in the faith you have in yourself.  Read that again because all you have to do is to decide that you care about facing your consequences.  In doing just this, you will have very few consequences to face.  When a person truly cares, it is indeed a true joy to them when they right a wrong.

All of this is what it means to make your life simple.  Making your life simple is just this easy.  Because now, you are not worrying about how others might hurt you:  truth is . . . they can never hurt you.  Now, you are not worrying about what other people are getting away with:  let them live with their shades-of-gray because someday, they will have to face the results of their decisions, just as you have learned.

Your life is nothing but your making it happen on your terms.  When life happens on your terms it means that nobody can hurt you because nobody had a part in your decisions.  Everything in your life is your fault:  the good is your fault and the bad is your fault.  Deal with the bad knowing it will become less and less as time goes on because this is where most of your efforts will be spent.  Any old person can tell you this is the truth.  Reserve a place in your heart and room in your life for your spouse and your children.  If you can adopt the results of their decisions into your own life, then they will adopt the lessons of your mistakes into their lives:  this, indeed, is the beauty and the simplicity of this life.  Strength in this life comes as a three-fold cord:  you, your spouse, and your children.  Together, you all can weather each other’s decisions, mistakes, and lessons.  Read that  again . . . TOGETHER.

Make your life happen, my friend:  and draw from the strength of those you include in your life.  Do this; and from your giving and caring, these others will draw their strength from you.  Can you see how unimportant your adversaries in this life are?  Can you see how through your faith in yourself and through the faith you have in those you choose to be close to you, that these adversaries are easily controlled?  (Did you just read anything about “trust” here?  Trust is not love; trust is not caring.  Trust is something we hide behind so we can stop making decisions.)

This all . . . is the simplicity of our life:  that everything you need is found within you.  Oh, how others will teach you that everything you need is found elsewhere, but oh, how wrong these others are.  Now, ask yourself, why would anyone preach their vanities to you?  This was never addressed in this book (for a good reason).  The only reason another person preaches their vanities to you is because they think you are incapable of making your own decisions regarding the simplicity of this life.  They have taken it upon themselves that you need to know how complicated life is and how you need to make their vanities your own.  Think about that:  what else could they be after (other than your vanities)?

Every four years, there are politicians who would tell you what should be important to you, your life, and your loved ones.  Well, decide for yourself what is important to you and tell these politicians what will be important to THEM!  Tell these politicians that they are going to follow your decisions.  When your nation is at war, it is your national leaders who are in doubt:  it is not you who is in doubt.  In these times, contact your national leaders and tell them to utterly defeat your enemies . . . and tell them what “utterly” means.  Let your leaders draw from your strength.  The amazing part of all of this is that it does not matter what form of government you live under.  Leaders only want to do what is best for their people.  It does not matter if you live under a democratic, communist, fascist, or socialist government.  Your leaders, at the national and local level, want to know what you think.  Would you be any different if you were in their place?  If your leaders (at any level) turn out to be politicians who hide behind their lies, then get rid of them; because this does happen in life, so deal with it and do not just ignore it.

A sad fact is that throughout the history of mankind, governments have learned that people just do not care about decisions.  Know now that your politicians of today understand this very well.  Many years ago, during a time of national crisis, Americans banded together, just enough, to create a leadership that formed, and then caused to happen, the United States of America.  Relatively few years ago, during a time of national crisis, a people banded together, just enough, to create the Nazi leadership that then ruled Germany.  For right or wrong, each of these nations reaped the results of their decisions.  Read that again:  FOR RIGHT OR WRONG!  The results matter not in the long run, because the lesson is that when people choose to make their life happen according to their terms, then expect this to happen.  The results matter not in the long run, because the lesson is that when people choose to ignore their decisions of life, life will still happen:  it just will not happen on their terms.  TERMS ARE VERY IMPORTANT!

My dearest friend, make life happen according to your terms.  All that life in this world requires is your decisions and your willingness to live with the results.  All that God requires is for you to take these results and then modify (make changes in) your decisions.  Your success in this will gain you much in God’s eyes:  your failure to improve will gain you nothing because you merely “allowed” life to happen.

This life is all about your making it happen.  Know that if you just let it happen, then it will “just” happen.  Know that if it happens according to your designs, then it is you that made it this way.  Your wisdom in all of this is that if you “let” life happen, you can (in no way) correct your mistakes.  If you “make” life happen, you can (easily) correct your mistakes.  There is no middle ground (or shades-of-gray) in this truth.  History teaches nothing but this, God teaches nothing but this (through every faith), and your own common sense teaches you this.  The choice is yours:  the choice is yours whether it be on the personal, local, state, or national level.  Every level of life is up to you no matter where or how you live.  Just remember that you will always have to live with your decisions; and you will always have to live with the decisions you never made.  Which seems better?

The simplicity of this life is a two-edged sword as all truth from God is.  For in the end, you must live with your decisions and you must live with the decisions you refused to make.  Make life happen, my friend, and you will be happy with the outcome.  Truly, with an earnest heart, your decisions will never, ever hurt you.  God promises this!

Once again, from the author

My friend, do you know how difficult it is for a person, knowing the truth of God, to not quote God regarding the life we live here?  There comes a point in life where every person needs to make their own decisions regarding how simple their life will be.  Never allow anyone, including this author, to make those decisions for you.  Never let God, or religious folks, make those decisions for you.  This author will never apologize to religious folks his actions (or words).  But this author does indeed apologize profoundly to the one God in Heaven for any errors found within this book.  It is very difficult to teach the truths of this world without quoting the Word of God that has been given to the native tribes, Hindus, Buddhists, Muslims, Jews, and Christians in this world.  For truly, God has spent much time teaching His children through these faiths.  This author never said God should be ignored.

Before writing this book, this author made the decision to rest upon every person’s ability to understand the obvious truth.  For that reason, this author apologizes to no person, but to God only.  This author firmly believes in the ability of each person to make the correct decisions in life, to be able to grow-up of their own accord, to have faith and love in those deemed worthy, and to understand the adversaries and the truth we all find upon this earth.

Finally, this author believes that every person upon the face of this earth has the ability to determine their own future regarding what we call “life.”  Taken as a whole, life is so simple a thing upon this earth.  The decisions we make to keep our life simple upon this earth are so easy and straightforward that any person is capable of success, should they desire success.

God bless every person who chooses to improve the life He gave them based upon that which they learn in this life.  Learn a bit more about the Will of God here (and you will find this in every faith upon the face of this earth):  that you need not succeed in making your life right:  you only need to try and to never stop trying.  This is the truth of God because it is the Will of God and it matters not if you believe in God.  This also, is the simplicity of God and the truth of this life we now live.

One final note (and promise) from this author
This book was incomplete in its wisdom, but it was necessary to do so in order to explain life, as found in this world.  Incomplete does not mean wrong.  While it is true that God is no where to be found “in this world,” the same does not hold true for God and “life.”  This should be as obvious as your common sense, the rights-and-wrongs found in your heart, your knowledge regarding the importance of your decisions in this life, and your understanding of where the concept of “forgiveness” could only have come from.

God is the creator of this world we live in, but God has obviously chosen to stay out of this world, for the most part.  This is obvious to anyone who cares to see the plain truth of this world and this book was written in such a manner so as to reflect this basic truth.

But God is also the creator of “life” and life indeed does go much further than our pathetic existence in this world.  As you will learn in the next book of Wisdom, God has a very large part in “life.”  This world is nothing more than our proving grounds:  a place for us to grow-up (through our decisions and mistakes).  That said, the next book of Wisdom will have everything to do about God, everything to do about “life,” and little to do regarding your (or this author’s) pathetic life.

In a small way, the next book of Wisdom will make up for the shortcomings found in this book.  In a large way, the next book of Wisdom will complete that which you learned here because it will show how the decisions you make “in this world” really do reflect (as God’s child) your decisions regarding “life.”

None of this will have anything to do with the religion you were born into, what you believe about God, what name you call God by, nor indeed, if you even believe in God.  The truth is the truth and it is as simple as the decisions you make daily.  This author apologized to no person for leaving God out of this book, for the most part.  Likewise, this author will apologize to no person for his next book which will teach you many, many truths regarding the one God who created all faiths upon this earth and who is the author of all life.

If the words of this author hurt your feelings in this book, then deal with what you learned.  If the words of this author found in his next book hurt your feelings, then deal with what you learn there also.  Sometimes, the truth of your past hurts, but the truth of your future can never hurt you.  If God has not been a part of your past, then the words found in the next book might just hurt you.  If God has no place in your future, then that is your decision and will never be any person’s fault, but your own.  It is time for those who do not believe in God to learn the ultimate truth about life.  If this is you, then you have already learned well, the truth of this world:  now learn the truth of this life.

Remember to learn the truth of God the same way you learned the truth of this life:  you did this on your own, with very little help.  God never said, through any faith, that you must belong to a certain religion.  God never said that you are to go to church every so often:  all of this is man-made.  The only thing that God has ever said to mankind is that we are to learn what He has been trying to teach us.  If you have read this book, then you have read everything God has been trying to teach us (given the normal failures of this pathetic author because this author is nobody special).  This author merely understands the simplicity of this life, the simplicity of what is expected of us, and the simplicity of God.  Religion tries to make God so complicated.  God came here (as Christ), so long ago, to show the world how wrong religion is and also, how simple God is.  This all, is what the next book of Wisdom will show.

Once you begin learning the truth of God, on your own, just as you learned about life, know that you will have to allow others into this truth.  This is because you will hear many people speak to you.  Many will speak their vanities and a few will speak the truth.  You have little choice as to what you hear in this world:  your ears have been designed this way.  But you are very capable of making decisions as to when people are preaching their vanities to you.

Everything people teach you must get past your common sense:  never abandon your common sense.  Everything people teach you must get past your rights-and-wrongs:  never abandon what you know to be right and wrong.  Everything people teach you must get past the unchangeable words you find written in the origins of your faith, whether your faith is Christian, Jewish, Muslim, Hindu, Buddhist, or Native Tribes.  Remember the origins of your faith:  they do not include words written one-thousand years ago or even one-hundred years ago.  Nor do they include the words of this book.  The origins of your faith are the principles of God as first given to a creature (mankind), so long ago.  Anything that comes after this is probably corruption.

Never, but ever, abandon the written Word of God:  He has kept His Word truthful.  When you do decide that God shall play a small part in your life, remember that He has kept His Word unchangeable, unbendable, and un-ignorable.  Many will try to do this, but this will be your clue to flee from these people.

It’s your turn
This author has a personal request to every reader of this book regarding the simplicity of this life.  This author would like you to write the next book yourself:  seriously.  Think about the logical order of the books this author has presented to you.  The first book, Wisdom, was written to open your mind toward any truths that you find in this world.  Whenever you find a truth of this world, it will always be the truth no matter what you think, what you have been taught, or whether you ever understand this truth.  Indeed, this is how wisdom first came to this author, by way of God:  the truth is the truth; period.  Whenever you find that the truth is about you then pay particular attention to it.  Know that if you always let the truths of this world guide you, then you will never choose the wrong path.  The second book, Wisdom – Concerning the Kingdom of Heaven, was written to open your mind toward the simple truth of God as He detailed Himself in what we call the Bible.  Oh, His Word found in the Bible has nothing to do with Christianity because Christianity had not even been invented when He spoke these words.  His Word found in the Bible applies to all of mankind (scattered all over this earth) because He SAID SO HIMSELF!  Know that the truths of God (and your path to the Kingdom of Heaven) can be found through most any faith, but much detail can be found through His Word in the Bible.  You learned in the second book, beyond a shadow-of-a-doubt, that this truth of God requires very little from you:  you do not even have to believe it in order for it to apply to you.  And you certainly do not have to be a Jew or a Christian to find your path toward the Kingdom of Heaven.  Just know that the Kingdom exists and details regarding the Kingdom can be found in the Bible, in specific detail, should you ever decide you need it or want it.  And remember always, that the Kingdom does not belong only to the Jews and Christians:  it belongs only to God and it awaits all mankind.  This third book, Wisdom – Regarding the Simplicity of this Life, was written to open your mind toward the fact that every person today has the ability to keep their life as simple as they so choose to do.  This decision is as simple as the one you use each day to lift your head from that pillow:  it is no more complicated that this unless you allow it to be so.

Now, this author could have used many words for the titles of these books.  Perhaps the word “truth” should have been used because really, that is all that has been presented to you if you think about it.  But what is truth?  Truth is just there; it has always been there (here).  Now “wisdom;” wisdom requires that a person do something because wisdom has never been given to anyone who cannot see the truth.  Wisdom never means “education” because even the simple-minded (or the poor in spirit as God calls them) can decide that they will never allow the complications of this world into their life.  Even the simple-minded can decide that how we treat others is the most important part of our life, here in this world.

So why should you write this next book which will be titled, Wisdom – of God and Man?  Because you will find all of the answers somewhere in yourself.  You may be a little fuzzy on some of the details regarding God, but God does not mind this:  God knows and accepts that all of mankind is a little fuzzy on His details.  The next book of Wisdom will present only simple truths to you that require only your common sense to accept.  But, and this is important, the next book will absolutely relate life-in-this-world to the life God has designed for us.  It was not necessary for this author to present this relationship earlier because you have always had the ability to do this yourself!  All you had to do earlier was care about connecting your life to the life God has designed.

If you can write the next book titled, Wisdom – of God and Man, then you will not need to read my next book!  Know that God is simple, know that life is simple, and know that the rest of your life after this world will be simple.  The only sin Satan ever committed was to make life (his life) complicated.  This is your clue to life:  Satan decided there was something more to be had.  My friend, why do you think God never explained the failure of Satan to us?  Because this is a primary lesson that God wants you to learn yourself!  It is that simple.  Six-thousand years ago, God breathed into a creature, the ability to fail in “life as God has designed.”  This author promises to keep his book just this simple.  If you promise to keep your next book this simple, you will do better than this pathetic author because nobody knows your life better than you do.

The next book will be divided into three sections regarding wisdom:  God, mankind, and life.  By the term “life,” this does not necessarily mean life in this world, but to be certain, life in this world will comprise more than half of that section because this is all we have to deal with right now, here in this world.  With this in mind, keep everything simple (with few details given because no two persons’ details are the same).  If you find yourself getting lost in details (your particular details), that is normal; this author frequently does the same.  Just write yourself out of these details and know that you can scratch them out later (and you will do this with much affection because they show your vanities and your vanities will amuse you as you indeed scratch them out later).

The first section will be about God and how simple He is.  You may skip this section if you so desire because the truth be known, God has never spent much time explaining Himself to us:  no matter our faith.  God has only given us simple truths about Himself.  Maybe this is because we are stupid; or maybe, just maybe it is because God truly is simple.  Skip this section if you want, or do it last:  just know that nobody will ever read what you wrote, or if they do, they will admire you for your thoughts.

The second section will be about mankind and this is where you should start writing.  Make an outline of perhaps four to six of mankind’s greatest faults.  When this author was still in college, he wrote down the title of a book he intended to write sometime during his life.  That title was, What is Wrong with America.  Over time, this author saw that Americans are no different than anyone else, so the title became, What is Wrong with Mankind.  To make it easy, you can write this section based upon America (or your nation).  Make a short outline of the six, or so, biggest problems in your nation and then start writing, one problem at a time.  Do not worry about where your thoughts take you:  just leave your own life out of it.  This is important:  leave your life out of it and when you are done, you will know your life for what it is . . . when you are done.

This will be the easy part because we all live in this world and understand more than enough to be able to write something about life in this world.  So do this, please, and much will be explained to you shortly.  Do not worry about your ability with words and do not worry about being eloquent.  The truth be told, it takes more time for this author to edit the “crap” out of his first draft than it does to write the first draft.  This is the honest truth:  when this author gets tired of writing, he reads his own words and scratches out all of his “crap” that found its way into the work.  This is normal; we do this when we speak and we do this when we write.  The beauty of writing is that when you go back to scratch out your “crap,” you will find it very amusing and educational.  You will find yourself thinking, “I can’t believe I wrote that.”  There is nothing healthier than laughing at yourself.

Now comes the important part of this author’s request to you.  Believe that God is not important in this world.  Believe that “we” are not important in this world.  Neither of these beliefs is true really, but do this for now (for this is so important in my request to you).  If it helps, imagine that you are God.  Imagine that you wiped the face of this earth clean and started all over with six-billion “fresh” people.  You already made your list of six, or so, of today’s biggest problems (possibly more).  Now, what would you teach these six-billion “new” people so they would not turn into the “former” people?  Write about what is wrong with life as it currently exists because this shall be your practice:  practice makes learning easy.  Practice prepares you for putting time into an effort, but do this well and challenge yourself (and your ideas) when the work is done.  The important part of this request to you is as follows.

The third section of your book is to be about life:  not our mistakes in life because we all make mistakes.  The third section of your book it to be about the successes in life that are important or should be important to people (not you, but people in general).  Know that we were put here to succeed in life.  The truth of God is only about our deciding upon the simple fact that He exists, that He created this world, and that He has a Plan for His children in this world:  His truth is never about details.  The truth of mankind is about making mistakes and growing-up.  But, my friend, the truth of this life is all about success.  Failure is not important:  failure is a part of growing-up so failure belongs only in your section regarding mankind.  Life is about succeeding and doing everything that is needed to succeed.  God has had six-thousand years to tell us that we must go to church every so often in order to succeed:  He never said this.  God has had six-thousand years to tell mankind that they all need to believe in one single faith (or religion):  He never said this.  Read God’s words yourself; God has said very little about Heaven and has said even less about Himself.  God has only taught us what is important to succeed in this world.  Succeeding should be our only goal in life and succeeding requires a series of thought.  Succeeding is a frame-of-mind.  When you write your section about “life,” write about what it takes to succeed, why it is important that we succeed, and then write about how simple it is to succeed in life.

This author has not even started his outline yet, but it surely will follow the direction of this life being simple if we choose to keep it that way.  It will follow the course of our needing to make decisions regarding this or that.  It will follow the course of nobody ever being perfect so mistakes will always have to be dealt with.  So, do write something about “what it takes to be successful in this life.”

Now, why would this author ever ask you to write something like this?  Know, right now, that when anyone asks something from you, that they want something from you.  If you think otherwise, then you are a fool.  Please allow this author to tell you about fools.

This author has heard a man named Ronald L. Dart speak on occasion.  This author thought this man was certainly the wisest man who ever spoke.  Well, this Mr. Dart would frequently speak about the Apostle Paul and how Paul was probably the only person in history who truly understood the Will of God.  Well, my friend, how can you look up to someone who looks up to someone else?  You cannot.  The truth is . . . that you cannot.  And this is why this author has made this request to you here.  The truth be told, Ronald L. Dart may very well be the wisest man on this earth today.  So what if he ever looked up to the Apostle Paul, who might have been the wisest man in the past two-thousand years.  None of this has anything to do with your life because neither of these two people can live your life for you.  Ronald L. Dart and the Apostle Paul each knew that they cannot live your life for you.  Each of them would tell you to never look up to them because each of them knows that this is wrong.

Each of these two (and this author) wants you to look up to God, who created life.  Each of these two wants you to know that your own life is all that you have.  Each of these two would rather you look up to the life that you could and should be living:  for only you can make this happen.  So do look to God and consider what others might teach you, but remember that others will not always teach you the truth.  God has always warned of this, Paul warned of this, and Ronald L. Dart warned of this.  Somewhere inside of you, you already know the truth of this life so this is where you need to put your efforts.  Ronald L. Dart was nobody:  except possibly the greatest teacher of this generation.  The Apostle Paul was nobody:  except possibly the only person who ever understood the Will of God (on this earth).  Both of these people would rather you learn and understand your own life before you ever consider their teachings:  and that is the sum of this author’s request to you.  This author does want something from you:  this author wants you to spend a specific amount of time (every so often) thinking about the details of your life.

So, please, do put pen-to-paper and write what you believe are the failings of mankind.  And please, after this, do continue writing what you believe should be the successes of mankind (and you) in this life.  What will you get from this exercise of writing your book?  The answer might just amaze you.

This author has made this request to you for one reason and one reason only.  When a person puts a pad of paper in front of them and brings a pen to this paper, it causes a person to start thinking about what is important.  We do not do this enough in our life.  It does not matter if these thoughts are about cars, camels, homes, children, or life itself.  The very act of bringing a pen-to-paper causes a person to open a whole new part of their mind (and their heart).  Oh, what an accomplishment it is, indeed, to just write a few pages about what is wrong with mankind.  Oh, what an accomplishment it is to write words that reflect what a person should do to succeed in this life.  My friend, your hand only moves so fast; but your mind moves at the speed-of-light; ask any scientist if this is so.  For every moment you spend moving your hand across the paper, your mind has spent hours reflecting the movement of that hand.  Know that for every few pages your hand writes, your mind has considered a full book’s worth of thoughts. This is the beauty of my request to you.

This is the magic of your request and this is why this author made such a request.  Please do write this author’s next book regarding, Wisdom – of God and man.  Just write a mini-book (as it were) because in doing so, your mind will have written an encyclopedia-of-your-life.  Ronald L. Dart knows this and the Apostle Paul knew this.  They would both agree that you should skip the part about God at first.  Write what you know concerning mankind first because this is what you know best.   Having completed this, then write something about life in this world regarding God and why He put us here.  Mankind has always known very little about God (and this is by God’s design), but any person, using common sense, understands why God put us here.  If you keep God simple and remember that He is truly your father (wanting to teach His children while still allowing them to live their lives), then you might just find yourself far ahead of Mr. Dart, the Apostle Paul, and this author regarding what needs to be important in your own life.

Regarding the details of your life:  Ronald L. Dart, the Apostle Paul, and this author are all fools.  Regarding the decisions required to make your life right in the eyes of God, Ronald L. Dart, the Apostle Paul, and this author are all fools.  But, and this is important, regarding the Word of God you find in this world:  you are the fool should you ever decide that the truths you discover here and there (in the Word of God) do not apply to you because God’s truth is perfect and God’s truth is simple.  In the end, these simple truths of God (and life) are all that Ronald L. Dart, the Apostle Paul, and this author care to present to you.  All this . . . to help you make your own decisions regarding the details of your life.

Now, this author will begin writing this very same book.  Just know that this author will take a year or two in removing his “crap” from the final book.  This author prays that you will never see all of the vanities and details he had to scratch out of his next book.  So remember your scratches, my friend, for they will teach you much about yourself.  Keep your scratches as they are and compare the remainder of your work to this author’s next book.  Spend a short time every few nights, as this author will, and put your pen-to-your-paper.  Nothing you write will be wrong:  know this now.

When you compare your book to this author’s next book, circle the parts we agree on and cross-out (in my book) the parts we disagree on.  Always cross-out my part first because this author does not know the details of your life.  Also, know that this author may not have succeeded in scratching out his own “crap.”  Finally, know your book for what it is after doing all of this:  your book is 90% of what you know to be true in this life and 10% of your own “crap.”

Then someday, just someday, read the Torah, the Qur’an, the Gospel, or any other book that presents God’s “original” Word to mankind.  When you do this, start crossing-out the parts of YOUR book that do not agree with the Word of God.  Always remember that when the truth of God stands against you, what you believe, or what you have been taught:  that you are wrong . . . every time!  God is never wrong.  If you come across a truth of God that you just do not understand, then set it aside until you do understand.  Your Bible, the Qur’an, and every faith is full of examples of people who did not understand at first.  The truth of every faith is that whenever we humans are finally able to set aside our silly personal beliefs, that we are always able to see the simple truths of this life and of this world.  When this happens, who should we credit with these abilities we find in ourselves?  Is it us or is it the One who created life and created these simple truths and breathed into us, some six-thousand years ago, the ability to see these simple truths?  Think about that.

As a final note and apology to Ronald L. Dart:  if you are still alive, this author wishes to apologize for any words here associated with your name that you find offensive or untruthful.  One should never associate another person with ideas; at the risk of making errors in doing so.  To any reader interested in learning the teachings of Ronald L. Dart, this author would strongly encourage you to find anything written by this man and study it carefully.  This author has spent three books encouraging people to read everything that Solomon ever wrote; for Solomon best understood our vanity.  Ronald L. Dart is one of the few people on this author’s list of recommended readings.  This list is short because every person in this world is able to find (within their self), that which is required to be successful in this life:  it is clear that Solomon and Mr. Dart truly believed the same.


